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EDITORIAL 


An Unfortunate 
Incident 


An incident occurred at the last meeting of the 
Synod of South Carolina which has been men- 
tioned in both secular and some Church papers. 


This editorial has to do with how this took place 
more than with what took place, because it was 
both un-Presbyterian and unfair. 


Dr. John R. Richardson was last year elected 
to membership on the Board of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary to fill out the term of Dr. 
A. W. Dick who had moved to another Synod. 


Dr. Richardson was eligible for reelection this 
year and in the ordinary course of events would 
have been so reelected. 


However, without the knowledge of Dr. Rich- 


ardson, it was arranged in the nominating com- | 


mittee to drop him and nominate another. 


Further, when the report of this committee 
came on the floor of the Synod, Dr. Richardson 
had not returned from lunch. This was not the 
fault of the committee and was probably un- 
known to them. The fact remains that Dr. Rich- 
ardson was entirely unware of what took place 
until the entire matter had been disposed of by 
the Synod. 


When the nominating committee made its re- 
port it was noted that Dr. Richardson was not 
renominated to the Board of Columbia Theological 
Seminary. 

The question was immediately raised on the 
floor of the Synod and a statement then made as 
to why he was not being nominated. It was stated 
that because Dr. Richardson had accepted ap- 
pointment to the Board of Bob Jones University, 
which is a “competing”? school within the bounds 
of our Church, he was incapable of giving loyal 
support to one of our own institutions. | 


It was even stated that “You cannot serve God 
and Baal’ altho, following a protest, this was re- 
tracted. 

We feel that the Synod of South Carolina acted 
hastily and unwisely. Certainly the wise and 


proper course would have been to first consult 


with the man concerned and ascertain his viev- 
point. We feel the Synod would have been per. 
fectly within its rights to ask Dr. Richardson 
whether membership on the two Boards involved 
a conflict of loyalties, and then to have acted 
in the light of its findings. Had inquiry been made 
it would have been found that Dr. Richardson was 
invited to be a member of the Bob Jones Uni- 
versity Board by its founder, Dr. Jones, for the 
express purpose of channelling Presbyterian min- 
isteral candidates into Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary. 

As it is, a loyal Southern Presbyterian, a man 
God has used and is using greatly in the mir- 
istry of our Church, has been treated with grave, 
altho we believe unintentional, discourtesy. We 
feel that disservice has been done to Columbia 
Theological Seminary and an injustice to one of 
our outstanding ministers; something which 
should be rectified by the Synod -of South Caro- 
lina at the first opportunity. —L.N.B. 


Amsterdam: Summary 


And Conclusion 


Through the columns of The Journal I have 
given news reports of the First Assembly of the 
World Council with occasional editorial comments. 
This is offered as an editorial summary. 


I have rejoiced in the World Council’s testimony 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as our God and Saviour, 
to His saving acts, in the Council’s call to total 
obedience to our risen living Lord. I rejoice that 
the Asesmbly recognized in Protestant and Presby- 
terian fashion that we are one in Christ now, We 
do not have to await a “catholic” organizationa 
unification to make us one. To the eye of flesh we 
are divided into 147 denofninational badies, to the 
eye of faith we are gloriously united in the one 
body of Christ. And “the true basis of our unity} 
not a subjective but an objective one: Christ act 
ing through the Word and the sacraments.” 


On the other hand I am opposed to the findings 
of the World Council on economics and race rele 
tions. In the issue of October 15 I pointed out the 
fallacious conclusion left by the plausible dialec 
tics which played the ideology of communism ove 
against that of capitalism. Since this same |og! 
was used in three conferences in Europe and} 
quoted in sundry news reports, our readers 0Uug 
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to give the statement close and careful scrutiny 
and prepare themselves to expose its erroneous 1m- 
plications. The two great capitalistic countries rep- 
resented at Amsterdam were Switzerland and the 
United States. The vigorous defense of responsible 
capitalism by Brunner of Switzerland is reflected 
in the findings, but the chief places assigned to 


Americans on this commission went to two pro- 


fessors of Union, N. Y., who are socialists. 


Nor am I happy over the predominant place given 
to “liberals” and leftists when it came to choosing 
Americans for places in the Council set-up. Most of 
the American consultants were Northern liberals 
from Chicago East. These American consultants 
were very critical of the paper prepared for the 
Council’s Testimony by Bishop Leslie Newbigin of 
India—and that paper was as fine an evangelical 
and evangelistic testimony as I have read. The 
Chairman of the Study Commission and one of the 
directors of the press conferences was the Presi- 
dent of Union (N. Y.) In electing an American 
President of the World Council that grand old man 
of the movement, Dr. John R. Mott, was set aside 
and the place went to Bishop Oxnam, who had 
headed the Federal Council’s tour ef Europe in 


‘the interest of war relief. The Methodist or the 


Baptist were due this place, but why not a great 
evangelistic voice like Bishop Arthur Moore? A 
further “liberal”? stroke was the election of Pro- 
fessor T. C. Chao of Yenching University. The pro- 
posal to recognize the younger churches by elect- 


ing a president from among them was good. But 


when every delegate elected by the younger 


churches was passed over in favor of a consultant 
“co-opted” by the Study Commission, the younger 
churches were not recognized as competent part- 
ners, but as children for whom adults must make 
wiser selections than they are able to make for 
_themselves. In an endeavor to keep the World 
Council from being carried off its fine basis in 
_faith and fellowship by a “liberal’’ Study Depart- 
' ment I have suggested that scholars be invited to 
compose this department on the same basis as 
_churches are invited into the Council—namely, 
_ their acceptance of Christ as God and Saviour. 


At Amsterdam I was an alternate with a voice 


_in the alternate commission on the testimony of 
_ the Church, not a delegate with a voice or a vote 


‘in the plenary session. It seemed to me that at 
_ Amsterdam the conservatives got what they wanted 


Most: The Faith. The “liberals” got many of the 
chief posts. Speaking generally, the faith was pro- 
_ claimed by Europeans who had been through the 


d 


fire and had found their faith more precious than 


_ gold. The findings were too largely guided by left- 


ists and New York “liberals,” and together with 


» their chosen consultant from China were given high 


posts. It is not these “liberal” figures nor their 
findings, but the faith and the fellowship which 
Ind some of us to the World Council. 

—Wnm. C. R. 


Where Every Prospect 
Pleases 


great privilege in viewing the 
eg of God’s creation about them. Only too 
-“ €n We are insensitive to this privilege, nor do we 
op to consider the works of God’s hand. 


recently drove through the Great Smoky 
. ——— and a few days later stood on the 
oe S of Mt. Mitchell. Others, too, have enjoyed 

© magnificent views and the gorgeous colors 


of autumn while still others have revelled in the 
expanse of the ocean or the unique beauty of the 
Gulf shore. 


Christians owe it to themselves and to their 
children to stop more often and enjoy these 
wonders God has placed at our door step. As we 
look at that which God has wrought, as we see 
the unmatched colors of a sunset, let us turn our 
hearts to God in adoration and in praise. 


When we consider the magnitude of the uni- 
verse and the perfect laws by which it is governed 
we should also consider the love of God. The 
Creator loved us so much He came back into the 
world to redeem sinful man back to Himself. 


It will do us all good to get out where “every 
prospect pleases,” and, seeing God’s wondrous 
power and wisdom in His creation we should be 
drawn closer to Him. —L.N.B. 


New Catholic Vs. New 
Protestant Bible 
Translations 


The Catholic Biblical Association has recently 
published a new translation of Genesis, it being 
the first part of a new translation of the Bible. 
Time, issue of September 27, 1948, says: “But 
the new text is accompanied by very conservative 
Biblical criticism . .. Say the Catholic -editors: 
‘The Pentateuch’ (first five books of the Bible) 
is substantially the work of Moses. It is a closely 
knit literary unit and was originally conceived as 
one work written for a single purpose.” 


The Westminster Study Edition of the Bible, 
price $10.00, has recently been published by the 
Westminster Press; it was prepared by scholars 
representing five Protestant denominations. But 
this edition of the Bible, though it sticks to the 
traditional King James wording, “is far from con- 
servative in commenting on it,’”’ reports this same 
issue of Time. “Say the Protestant editors: ‘The 
Pentateuch’ did not receive its final form until 
about 400 B.C. ... The contents of Genesis pre- 
serve no hint as to the names of its authors 
and editors . . . Whoever the author of Genesis 
was, he must have had ancient sources at his dis- 
posal, for no one man could have been witness to 
all the events described. This means that the pres- 
ent book is a composite work drawn from various 
sources.”’ 


Time continues: “There is even disagreement 
on the Bible’s very first verse, ‘In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.’ Say the 
Protestants: ‘The fuller Biblical doctrine that God 
created the world out of nothing is not here de- 
veloped.’ Say the Catholics: ‘Both the Hebrew 
word and the context show that a real creation, 
i.e., making out of nothing, is meant.’ ” 

Things have come to a miserable pass when 
probably the majority of Protestant laymen in 
America will look with favor and approval on the 
Catholic translators’ efforts, and with intense dis- 
favor and disapproval on the efforts of the 
Protestant translators who produced the West- 
minster Study Edition. 

Have you wondered recently why the Roman 
Catholics have been making such great strides 
forward while the Protestant churches as a whole 
have not? | 

Well, for one thing, the Catholics always present 
the Bible as God’s fully authoritative Word. They 
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may add some church dicta and traditions of their 
own to it, but they never attempt to undermine 
the Bible itself, or to shoot it full of holes. 


Many Protestant demoninations, on the other 
hand, present and explain the Bible from the 
viewpoint of the old German Criticism, so dear 
to the hearts of the Liberals, and this Criticism 
is in reality an attack upon the reliability of the 
Bible. As a result of such presentation and ex- 
planation, the people in the pew and on the street 
often no longer consider the Bible as God’s fully 
authoritative Word. And a wavering faith, followed 
by an idle indifference, is the end product. “For 
if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall 
prepare himself to the battle?” —C.W.A. 


Niemoeller’s 
Testimony 


In this issue we are publishing the address de- 
livered by Dr. Martin Niemoelier to the World 
Council on THE CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN THE 
WORLD. Niemoeller is an ecumenical Christian. 
While he languished in a concentration camp pray- 
ers arose from every part of Christendom for his 
release. He is a man who has stood for moral and 
social and spiritual welfare—stood when many 
were not standing—stood when it cost to stand. He 
has a right to be heard. 


Our Presbyterian Church in the United States is — 


embarking upon a program of Assembly actions on 
Christian Relations, and synodical and presbyterial 
actions on moral and social welfare. Several of these 
reports at the 1948 Synods caused sharp division 
of sentiment. Might we not all take this witness 
of Niemoeller to heart and examine or re-examine 
our sundry programs to make sure that we are not 
offering a so-called Christian program which is 
alongside of and constitutes a substitute for ‘“‘the 
program which God has already introduced by 
setting up the Cross of Christ.” Through Niemoeller 
may we hear God calling the Church again to its 
function: “The Church need know nothing but 
Jesus Christ, the Crucified, because He is the only 
Risen and Living One.” 


The way in which Niemoeller focuses attention 
upon the Cross of Christ reminds us of the Apostle. 
“God forbid that I should glory save in the Cross 
of Christ by which the world is crucified unto me 
and I unto the world.” In his Die Theologie des 
Neuen Testament, 1947, Professor Ethelbert Stauf- 


fer of Bonn shows that in Galatians Paul condenses © 


his Gospel into the message of the Cross. In order 
to avoid an erroneous, subjective reading of Sola 
Fide, the great Reformation of slogan. Stauffer 
reads Galatians and Luther in these words. sola 
cruce. —Wm.C.R. 


A Question Of 
Direction 


When a gun is fired or a torpedo released the 
matter of greatest importance is that of direction 
or aim. While the explosive charge, trajectory of 
the missel and other factors all enter into the 
calculations, none of these is in itself sufficient— 
the aim must be correct or the primary purpose 
is defeated. 


What is the aim of the Gospel? To what is the 
Gospel directed? Why is the Gospel preached? No 


man can successfully preach the Gospel of Jesy; 
Christ unless he knows at what it is aimed. — 


While such a statement is axiomatic it is none 
the less true that the effectiveness of the Gospe| 


is greatly hampered today because there is a graye 


misapprehension by some as to its objective. 


The Gospel of Jesus Christ is directed at th 
soul and spirit of man, not at his environment. 
Much of the controversy in the Church can be 
eliminated when this fact is recognized. 


Of course man’s environment is affected by 
the Gospel but the explosion of God’s redeeming 
grace in the soul of the individual, resulting jn 
the new birth, must take place before the radio. 
active (spiritual and moral) forces can be released 
on the social order about him. 


Man’s primary need, (the thing which means 
the difference between hell and heaven) is re. 
demption from his sin. To accomplish this end 
he is absolutely powerless. His social, political, 
racial and economic status can in no way affect 
his destiny. This is accomplished solely by the 
— work of Jesus Christ—which is the 

ospel. 


Let us not only always remember this funds. 
mental fact of the Gospel, but let us never let 
others forget that all men have sinned, that the 
wages of sin is death and that the gift of God is 
eternal life thru Jesus Christ our Lord. 


It is to this that the Gospel is directed.—L.N.B. 


Denominational 
Loyalty 


We believe in denominations. In the providence 


of God they serve a useful purpose. We readily § 
admit. that at times what is called ‘‘denomina § 
tionalism” is an undesirable thing. But in the final § 
analysis if we abandon the right of denomination — 
to exist and function we must also surrender ou 


priceless Christian liberty. 


As members of a denomination we should strive | 
to be loyal to it. On this point there is much | 
muddled thinking. For the sake of clarity we raise F 
the question, “What is denominational loyalty?’ 
To begin with, a member of a denomination must F 
first of all be loyal to Christ. No matter how much & 


we love our particular denomination we should 


love Christ more. He should come first in our de- ' 
votion. He should occupy the preeminent place 2 § 


our affections. It would not be proper for us 


sing, “All Hail the Power of our Denominations § 


Name.” It is fitting, however, that we sing, “ 
Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 


Again, a church member must be loyal to the : 
doctrines of his denomination. If he cannot honest F 


ly subscribe to these doctrines, then he should 


withdraw and join a denomination whose doctrins §- 


are acceptable to him. To remain in a denominatiol 5 
and work to nullify, distort, subvert or pervert is Fe 
doctrines is extremely reprehensible. Once more,4§) 


church member should be loyal to the program? 


his denomination in so far as his Christian © § 


science tells him that the program is loyal to '™e 
doctrines of the church. “God alone is Lord of ti F 


conscience.” We believe that the Holy Spirit a 


lumines the consciences of Christians. If a chure 
member is convinced that some element in the 
gram of the church is contrary to the clear tea 
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ing of the Scriptures he has the right, nay, ™ t 
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duty, to enter his protest and to refuse to support 
that element. 


We are living in strange days. The times are 
“out of joint.”” Liberals who are regarded by some 
as denominational “spokesmen” are pleading for 
inter-denominational fraternity and cooperation. 
Their plea is commendable. But the strange, “out of 
joint” feature of it is that all too often the inter- 
denominationalism that they desire is on a modern- 
ist basis—witness the Federal Council. 


Bible believers are inter-denominationalists also. 
But when they advocate Biblio-centric inter-de- 
nominationalism, the liberals are quick to react 
adversely. Witness the attacks on the National 
Association of Evangelicals and certain Bible-cent- 
ered educational institutions. 


Quoth the liberal: ‘Give us inter-denomination 
alism even at the expense of sound doctrine.” — 


Quoth the orthodox: “Give us inter-denomina- 
tionalism on the basis of sound doctrine.” 


Have the liberals the right to surrender their 
denominational loyalty for the sake of achieving 
inter-denominationalism and to attack Bible believ- 
ing inter-denominationalists? 


Quoth the raven: “Nevermore.” —J.R.R. 


An Open Letter 
To All Responsible For Young 
People’s Programs And Work 


This letter is written because of the earnest 


conviction that the greatest single problem facing 
young people today is impurity and intemperance. 


This conviction is based on close personal 


| experience as a practicing physician. 


It is further centered on the fact that lax sex 


codes and social drinking are now accepted facts 
In High School and College circles. ~- 


More than that; it is obvious to anyone who 


_ will open their eyes and look about them that 
illicit sex habits and drinking are flagrantly pro- 
_moted by the average moving picture, the average 
‘hovel and the behavior of many young people 
good homes. 


We are not crying out because of prudish- 


hess, we are simply facing the situation and being 
tealistic about it. Unless there is a revision of 
Present moral standards with reference to sex 
and drinking our nation will surely go the way of 
Greece and Rome. 7 


To the present time there is little evidence that 


‘the Church is facing the situation. The Catholic 
- Church has in one instance disciplined a young 


» Woman who took part in a “bathing beauty” con- 
“test, but this is an isolated case. 


_, Modern dancing, condoned alike by some min- 
'sters and Church officers; indecent pictures and 
books, likewise ignored or condoned, “necking” 
.— ®nd other dangerous practices; none of these are 

being warned against to any obvious degree by 
Present workers with young people. 


Puritanism has frequently been held up to ridi- 


cule, but, unless there is a return to puritanical 


rf “Standards we will have to face an ever increasing 


vharvest of boys and girls whose lack of moral 


‘ Foantdards will bring disgrace, sorrow and eternal 
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We would call upon all who share in youth 
leadership to pay the price of first adopting Scrip- 
tural standards of personal behavior, then to in- 
sist on such standards for those for whom and 
with whom they work. To do less is to be derelict 
in an obvious obligation. 


We consider this problem so vital that we urge 
the laying aside of personal habits, prejudice and 
even judgment in this matter. We know whereof 
we are speaking and there is no price too great 
to pay if, in the paying it we can aid in stemming 
the tide of sexuality and intemperance round 
about it. As it is, our young people come into 
adolescence with two strikes against them in these 
matters. If the Church and her leaders of youth 
do not meet the problem it is, humanly speaking, 
a hopeless situation. : 


It is high time that all conferences for young 
people and all programs for young people include 
in them a presentation of the sin and the danger 
involved in modern attitudes in personal behavior. 
This will necessitate taking a stand against mod- 
ern dancing, many moving pictures and novels 
and against the social drink. Do you have the 
moral courage to do it? —L.N.B. 


Consummate Impudence 


Under a New York date line of October 16th 
the United Press carried the following: 


“The National Alcoholic Beverage Control 
association, noting that alcoholism is a dis- 
ease requiring scientific medical treatment, 
made public today a set of seven standards 
for guidance of lawmakers in considering the 
problem. 


“The recommendations: 


“1. That the general hospital be the center 
of the program. 


“2. General hospitals should treat all prob- 
lem drinkers suffering acute physical and 
mental damage. 


“3. Mental hospitals should accept symp- 
tomatic problem  drinkers—including the 
psychotic and feeble-minded. ee 


‘“‘4, Farm or industrial colonies should be 
established for ‘“‘skid row” alcoholics. 


‘5. Public agencies should be established 
to cope with problem drinking. 


“6. Custody and care of problem drinkers 
should be transferred from the police to the 
public health agencies. 


“7, Initial treatment facilities of public pro- 
grams should be established in affiliated hos- 
pitals of medical schools to permit research 
and control. 


“The report was made public after a com- 
mittee headed by Hunter Miller, liquor ad- 
ministrator of Virginia, found laws in 23 
states and the District of Columbia lacked 
uniformity.”’ 


The liquor industry, using every known means of 
attractive advertising and otherwise, to increase 
the consumption of alcoholic beverages now ad- 
vises legislatures as to the best method. to use 
taxes to care for its victims. 
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The whole issue centers around a perversion of 
fact, usually described by an ugly three-letter 
word. Under the guise of scientific investigation 
it is now being taught that drunkenness, called 
chronic alcoholism, is a disease, not a sin. The 
liquor industry welcomes such an interpretation 
as it clears them of guilt. In their code a man 


ean and should drink but when the habit is 


fixed he is not a victim of their trade, he is a 
diseased person. | 

According to this interpretation Paul in I Cor. 
6:9 includes the physically sick with those who 


cannot inherit the kingdom of God, a preposter- 


ous thought. 


The Bible and the Church have always taught 
that drunkenness is a sin and that it is occasioned 
by surrender to temptation—something over which 
God gives the victory when we seek His help. 


It is imperative that we resist this insidious 
propaganda of the liquor interests. Furthermore, 
let legislation be introduced requiring the indus- 
try which makes drunkards to also supply the 
funds for their care. This is neither unreasonable 
nor is it impossible. —L.N.B. 


“What’s New In The 
Sunday School?” 


Sunday School materials and methods have 
often been under fire. This is not without rea- 
son. All will agree that what is taught in the 
Church School is of incalculable importance. (Of 
scarcely less moment is the personnel of the teach- 
ing force). Also extreme opposites are found in 
attitudes touching materials. Some lesson helps 
have appeared in this present time, which include 
matters not only social and economic, but even 
political, with data at least tendentially sub- 
versive of our country’s historic principles and 
sacred ideals. Others set themselves to study 
wholly and only the Bible. 

Many will recall the heated debate over the in- 
troduction and optional use of the Graded Les- 
sons in our Church’s curriculum, subsequent to 
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1910 when the International Lesson Committee 
published the first Graded Series. One reason for 
the advocacy of such materials is that by their 
aid more of the Bible was covered and _ thys 
taught. By the use of whatever means, this js 
most desirable objective, provided such means are 
steadfastly loyal to the sure Word of God as the 
one scientific text-book in matters spiritual. Side. 
stepping and trimming, doubting and denying, 
along with the other manipulations of the radica] 
criticism, sh@uld certainly have no place so far 
as our Church is concerned. 


If the “Presbyterian Church led the world for 
four hundred years in Religious Education,” it was 
a leadership that held to the supernatural ijn 
matters of faith and life, and which looked on 
the Bible as the Word of God, without equivoca. 
tion. Folk who oppose progress have been left 
behind. But not all variations are progress. And 
improvement and change are not synonymous. If 
any proposed new curriculum of Sunday School 
materials gives evidence of building on the Word 
of God in its historically accepted integrity, even 
while adopting all the appropriate advantages of 
attested scientific pedagogy, one may wish well. 
But if the so-called scientific advances in the 
art of education, be they ever so scientific and 
never so advanced, lead away from, or minimize, 
or cast doubts on, the Book, then they can but 
bode ill. It is far more to be desired to have the 
Bible without scientific pedagogical programs for 
Church and home, than to have all the latest 
and most scientific materials and programs with- 
out the Bible,—the un-doctored and_ undiluted 
Bible. Trends thus far, in Religious Education,— 
if they may be viewed as samples of what the 
realizations shall be—rather argue that those who 
still cling to the inspired and infallible Bible as 
profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction and in- 


struction in righteousness, will fare far _ better 


by adhering to attested methods and materials, 
in which the lack of some scientific exploration 
is counterbalanced by the preservation of more 
sanctified common sense. “I fear the Greeks bear- 
ing gifts,’ may not be inappropriate in rn 


The New Presbyterian USA Curriculum 
For Sunday Schools 


“Christian Faith And Life—A Program For Church And Home” 
By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. 


This article appeared in The Sunday School Times, June 26, 1948, and is reprinted 
by the permission of the Editor of The Sunday School Times. The Sunday School 
Times is published weekly by The Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. The subscription price is $2.50 a year. We 
heartily commend The Sunday School Times to our readers. H.B.D. 


In view of the perplexity and genuine con- 
cern among  Bible-believing Christians in the 
Presbyterian Church over the “New Curriculum,”’ 
the Times is publishing a critical analysis of this 
new course in a series of three articles (originally 
announced as two) by Professor Allis. The series 
is to be reprinted in pamphlet form, and further 
details will be announced later. 

Dr. Allis is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania (A.B.) and Princeton Theological 
Seminary (B.D.), and received the degree of 


M.A. from Princeton University, and Ph.D. from 
the University of Berlin. He taught in the 4& 
partment of Semitic Philology at Princeton Sem" 
nary, 1910-1929, was Faculty Editor of the 
Princeton Theological Review; and was for seve 
years professor in the Old Testament depat' 
ment, Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila- 
delphia. He is now editorial correspondent ° 
the Evangelical Quarterly (Edinburgh), and i 
well known as an able and scholarly defendet 


of the faith. 
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Seven years ago the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
appointed a committee to prepare a new cur- 
riculum for use in its Bible schools. This com- 
mittee has been actively at work; the results of 
its labors are now available; and the “New Cur- 
riculum” is to be introduced in October. Since 
this program is represented as being not only new 
but as constituting a distinct advance on methods 
hitherto employed, its appearance is an event 
of great importance, not only to Presbyterians but 
to members of all evangelical churches. For all 
earnest Christians are or should be interested in 
the subject of Christian education, especially at 
a time when the impotence of secular education 
and the inadequacy of much that is called “re- 
ligious’ education has become so glaringly ap- 
parent, while juvenile delinquency has attained 
alarming proportions. Will this New Curriculum 
meet the need and demand for real Christian edu- 
cation in these critical days? Should other de- 
nominations accept its principles, adopt its tech- 
niques, and follow its lead? These are important 
questions which are raised by the New Cur- 
riculum. 


Since the New Curriculum is both elaborate 
and complicated, a brief description is necessary 
before it can be properly discussed. The official 
prospectus is called, ‘‘Christian Faith and Life— 
A Program for Church and Home.” It is a some- 
what lengthy document (thirty-two quarto pages) ; 
and it states the general nature of the New 
Curriculum and enumerates and describes the 
features that are regarded as distinctive in it. 
It also describes the materials for study, which 
are quite numerous (pictures of about twenty 
different items furnish the cover design); and 
it states the cost, which is quite considerable. 
Let us look first at the distinctive features of the 
New Curriculum. 


The Program Of The New 


Curriculum 


The distinctive features as stated in the pros- 
pectus are the following: 


1. It is a group-graded system. Not counting 


_ the nursery child of three years, there are five 
age groups: Kindergarten (4-5), Primary (6-8), 


Junior (9-11), Junior High (12-14), Senior-Young 
People (15-21), the age difference within the 
groups varying from two to seven years. Courses 
for adults are not yet provided. They will con- 
tinue for the present to use the Uniform Lessons. 


2. Teacher-Parent Tie-Up. For each of the five 
grades, quarterlies are provided. They are called: 
Growing, Opening Doors, Discovery, Counsel, This 
Generation. Each quarterly has sixty-four pages, 
the first part being introductory, while the rest 
treats the thirteen lessons of the quarter in suc- 
cession. The point especially stressed is that parents 
as well as teachers should use the quarterly and 
study the lessons with the children. 


3. Activity materials are provided, consisting 
of picture-story books and handwork for the 
small children; quizzes and discussion topics for 
the older ones. These materials are primarily for 
the classroom, although in some cases weekday 
Bible readings are provided; and if used exten- 
sively they may easily take up most or all of the 
ime available for teaching the lesson. 


4. Fragmentariness, an evil of the “lesson- 
— System, is overcome by means of reading 
— Which are to be used for the entire year as 
extbooks. The books provided for the three high- 
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er grades are: “The King Nobody Wanted,” ‘Men 
Called Him Master,” and “The Choice.” The 
—- books for the smaller children are quar- 
terlies. 


5. “The Bible has a central place in this cur- - 


riculum.”’ One of the ‘foundations’? on which the 
curriculum is built is this: “Our knowledge of the 
Bible must be greatly extended, and we must share 
that knowledge with our children” (Growing, p. 
23; also Opening Doors, Discovery). 


6. Doctrinal emphases are presented to the 
children in the light of their experience, consis- 
tently, and according to the level of growth. 


7. The illustrations are numerous, artistic, ac- 
curate, and educational. 


While all of these features are important, espe- 
cial significance attaches to the fourth, fifth, 
and sixth; and we shall confine the discussion 
mainly to them. The great issue raised by the New 
Curriculum centers about the following questions: 
Is the Bible really central? and, Are the contents 
of the Bible correctly and accurately set forth 
* it? On these vitally important questions we 
observe: 


I. Bible Not Central But 


Secondary 


This statement, as we are fully aware, flatly 
contradicts feature No. 5 of the New Curriculum 
as stated above. But the New Curriculum itself 
furnishes ample evidence to substantiate it. We 
are told in the prospectus that “a great deal of 
concern has been expressed in the past as to 


whether the program of Christian education should — 


be ‘child-centered’ or ‘content-centered’” (p. 3). 
The aim of the one is described as being “to de- 
velop Christian character,’ of the other to ‘“‘teach 
the Bible,” and we are told that those who hold 
_ latter view are “bitterly opposed” to the 
ormer. 


This statement of the two positions, while ad- 
mittedly extreme, indicates fairly clearly that the 
real issue in Christian education is not between 
a ‘‘child-centered’”’ curriculum and a “content- 
centered’? curriculum as such, but between a 
Bible-centered curriculum and one which is not 
Bible-centered. A Bible-centered program can be 
and should be child-centered, in the sense that it 
is adapted to the needs and capacity of the child 
in its different stages of development—milk for 
babes, strong meat for men! But the content of a 
Bible-centered program will be, throughout, the 
Bible and its precious teachings. A very little child 
can learn the words, ‘‘God is love.’”’? He can learn 
of the Saviour who said, “‘Suffer the little children 
to come unto Me.” And he ean sing, “Jesus 
loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so.’’ 


Such a program is child-centered and it is Bible- 
centered; and those who advocate such a program > 


are opposed to the so-called child-centered pro- 
gram, not because it is child-centered, but be- 
cause its content often has little or no Bible in it. 


For an illustration of this vitally important 
difference we turn in the materials of the New 
Curriculum to “Religious Nurture in Nursery Class 
and Home,” the book for parents and teachers of 
the nursery child. It supplies “possible materials 
and activities’? for every month in the year. The 
following are listed as “possible stories for No- 
vember”: “Helping Daddy,” “Making Cookies,” 
“Bread and Butter,” “Thank You, God,” “Family 
Fun,”’ “My Book For Fall,” which is the picture- 
story book for the nursery child, has a full-page 
picture of a mother teaching her little girl to 
make cookies; and the opposite page tells the 
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story, which ends in this way: “Sally cut out an- 
other cooky dog and another cooky dog and an- 
other cooky dog. “‘Bow-wow-wow,’ laughed Sally. 
‘It’s fun to make cooky dogs. Roll out some more, 
mummie. I’ll cut more cooky dogs.’ ” This simple 
illustration shows clearly that child-centered edu- 
eation is always content-centered education. This 
‘Jesson” is child-centered because Sally loves to 
eat cookies and to make things. It is content- 
eentered because the chief content is cookies. It 
is not Bible-centered. There is no Bible-content 
at all. It is purely secular. There is nothing in 
it which would not find a suitable place in any 
weekday nursery school. Not merely this. In ‘‘Re- 
ligious Nurture,’ parent and teacher are definitely 
cautioned against trying to teach children of 
nursery age Bible verses. “The Bible is an adult 
book written for adults. There are only a few 
incidents that are suggested for use with nursery 
children in this year’s work.” And, ‘‘The nursery 
leader does not ‘teach Bible verses’ but she seeks 
to live them with the children” p. 167). This 
means that the program of the New Curriculum 
is at the beginning predominantly secular. So, 
‘nossible stories for July” are: “Our Picnic,” 
“Good Milk to Drink,’ ‘““My Bath,”’ ‘““Watching the 
Storm,” “Ted and Mary on the Farm,” ‘“Mollie’s 
Frog.” 


Such examples as the above show that child- 
centered education, as it is commonly under- 
stood, is largely dominated by that secular phi- 
losophy which has found expression in Behavior- 
ism, Self-Expressionism, and Progressive Educa- 
tion. Consequently, at an age when children are 
very susceptible to religious impressions, the em- 
phasis is placed on the physical and ethical; and 
the teachings of that “adult book,’ the Bible, 
are supplied in very homeopathic doses, to say the 
least. Yet for generations Christian parents have 
told their little ones “Bible stories’ and taught 
them simple Bible verses, quite oblivious of the 
modern idea that it is bad psychology and bad 
pedagogy to do this. 


Furthermore, it is very important to observe 
that in the New Curriculum the principle that 
“the Bible is an adult book written for adults” is 
not restricted in its application to the nursery 
child. It applies in varying degree to all of the 
five grades of this course of study. This “adult 
book,” the Bible, never becomes the real textbook 
during the entire age period from three years 
old to twenty-one. The reading quarterlies for Kin- 
dergarten and Primary and the reading books for 
the higher grades are put first; and the Bible 
is studied primarily through the medium of these 
nary books. The Bible is studied largely second- 
and. 


For evidence in support of this statement, we 
turn, for example, to the materials for Junior 
High. Counsel contains a brief article, “How It 
Works” (p. 5). It is illustrated by the picture of a 
young girl (the teacher) sitting with four books 
before her, Bible, Counsel, Notebook, Master. She 
has her finger at her lips and three queries (? 
? ?) hover before her eyes—quite an appropriate 
cartoon! She is’ asking herself, “How does it 
work?” And “Mr. Johnson” (the superintendent) 
tells her (we summarize briefly): “The Bible is 
the foundation,’”’ Counsel is for you—teachers and 
parents,”’ “The Junior Hi Notebook is a class tool 
- - - YOU may put it to any use that you find 
valuable.” “The reading book, ‘Men Called Him 
Master,’ is woven into every lesson.” The last two 
statements are especially noteworthy. The Note- 
book is a “class tool.’”?’ This means that the work 


in it need not have been previously assigned. The 
reading book is “woven into every lesson.’ Ob. 
serve the importance this assigns to the reading 
book (Master)! Counsel devotes about three pages 
to each of the thirteen lessons of the quarter. 
Each of these lessons, except those for the two 
Sundays at Christmas, has a ‘Pupils’ Assignment 
for Next Week’’ (see pp. 27, 29, 32, etc.). Ten of 
these assignments consist in whole or in part of 
one or two chapters of the reading book (Master), 
By means of these assignments nine of the eight- 
een chapters in this book are read during the first 
quarter and five of them are reread. Only four 
of these assignments include, together with the 
chapter or chapters from the reading book, also 
verses from the Bible. The total assigned Bible 
verses for the entire quarter is forty-eight, the 
equivalent of one rather long chapter in the 
Gospels! One entire lesson is devoted to the ca- 
reers of Carver, Grenfell, and Mrs. Uemura, and 
has no assignment from either Master or the Bible. 
It is pointed out in the foreword to the reading 
book (Master, p. 6), and also in Counsel, that the 
pupil is expected to read the “Scripture Refer- 
ences” which are listed in the index of Master, 
as constituting the basis for the more or less his- 
torical accounts given in the reading book. But 
every teacher knows how difficult it is to get 
pupils to read even’ the assigned work of any 
course, and how little attention they ordinarily 
pay to an index. Yet here the assigned work places 
the emphasis very definitely on the reading book 
rather than on the Bible, and on the Bible largely 
through the medium of the reading book. And the 


reading book contains much “background” ma- 


terial which is not in the Bible at all. 

The same applies to the reading book for 
Senior-Young People (Choice). It is called “this 
unique book,” and the parent-teacher is told that 
it is not ‘fa novel in the sense that other stories 
are novels. It is a textbook in story form, for study 
and discussion” (This Generation, p. 13). Chapters 
in it’ are assigned reading. Thus, the assignment 
for Lesson VII is: ‘‘Assign the reading of Ch. 4 
in The Choice, and ask the members of the class 
to bring their books with them next Sunday” (p. 
43). There is no assignment from Scripture for 
this lesson. The Choice is a story of the Christian 
Church in Rome in the days of Nero. The great 
Bible textbook for the history of the founding 
of the Christian Church is the Book of Acts. But 
the setting of this story is placed after the close 
of that book; and Choice in its index of “Biblical 
and Other Sources” gives only three references 
to the Book of Acts. The main characters are 
either imaginary or are presented in settings or 
situations which are more or less imaginary as 
far as the known facts of history are concerned. 
Yet this is the real textbook for young people aged 
fifteen to twenty-one. Can such curses as these, 
which are based on the Bible largely at _second- 
hand, be justly said to be Bible-centered? It is the 
reading book that is central. It is woven into the 
course of every lesson. Often it is the lesson. 
Whatever else the pupil may read or leave ut- 
read, the reading book is a “must.’”? The teacher 
may be told that ‘‘The Bible is the main textbook” 
(This Generation, p. 13). But the whole course of 
study is dominated and determined by the read- 
ing boo | 

This method of instruction § is described as 
Bible-centered and as representing a definite ad- 
vance in the field of Christian education. To us 
it seems a very definite backward step. Bible- 
story books are not new. We have several excel- 
lent ones (e.g., Hurlbut, Mrs. Vos, Foster), which 
have been very extensively used, and have prove 
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their value.* But they are definitely intended for 
small children. According to the New Curriculum, 
the story-book method of instruction is to be ex- 
tended even to young people of high school and 
college age; and they are to have their knowledge 
of the Bible mediated to them by means of a 
realistic historical novel. If this is the new tech- 
nique, there is much to be said in favor of the 
old. For it at least gave young people the credit 
of being old enough and mature enough to be able 
to study this Book which is “written for adults,”’ 
without having its facts and doctrines presented 
to them in story-book form. The most serious 
objection, at the present time, to this story-book 
method is that it can so easily become a subtle 


and very dangerous means of introducing into the 
minds of young people (and their parents and 
teachers as well) the radical conclusions of the 
higher criticism. 


*Hurlburt’s Story of the Bible, by Jesse Lyman 
Hurlburt (John C. Winston Co., 1006 Arch St., 
Philadelphia 7; $2.75). 3 

Child’s Story Bible, by Catherine F. Vos (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 255 Jefferson Ave., S.E., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich. $3.95). 

Foster’s Story of the Bible, by Charles Foster 
(A. J. Holman Co., 1222 Arch St., Philadelphia 
7; $2.26). 

(To be continued) 


Needed Badly: A New Course 


In Our Seminaries 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 
Elder Of First Presbyterian Church 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


“Worldliness in the ministry is increasingly be- 
coming a problem in our Southern Presbyterian 
Chureh.”” This remark was made recently by Dr. 
Albert Sidney Johnson, D.D., for many years the 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, and one of our ablest and 
strongest preachers. 


This has been the private opinion of many of 
us laymen for a long, long time. 


A few weeks ago a serious and spiritually-minded 
young Presbyterian, who had studied recently at 
one of our seminaries, made a revealing statement 
in this connection. He said that many of his fellow 
students at the seminary seemed to think nothing 
at all, for instance, of smoking or of attending the 
theater and the motion picture houses. Some even 
seemed to see nothing at all wrong in dancing. And 
yet these seminary students were supposed to be 
preparing themselves to become spiritual leaders 
and ministers of Christ! 


_ This attitude toward worldliness, unfortunately, 
is not confined to seminary students alone, but 
It exists among a large number of our ordained 
ministers in the Southern Presbyterian Church. _ 


That this attitude has greatly crippled the in- 
fluence and the effectiveness of such ministers 
goes, of course, without saying. 


Should not our seminaries have in their cur- 
ricula a required course in personal consecra- 
tion, in full self-surrender, in spiritual daily living, 
In true Christian separation from worldliness? A 
great number of us laymen think so. 


Whether or not such a course is ever inauguiat- | 


ed, I should like to recommend two brief, easy-to- 
read, inexpensive books on the topic of daily 
Christian living which every minister and every 
seminary student (and every church officer) 
should be required to read. These two bools are 
the finest on the subject that I have ever rcad. 
bia first is by that great, internationally-known 
ible teacher, Dr. William Evans, Ph.D., D.D., 
_ it is entitled “The Christian: His Creed and 
(Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 

lcago, Ill. Paper back, price 25c). The other is 
Sg “The New Man,” by Captain Reginald 
i9° lis. (Loizeaux Brothers, Bible Truth Depot, 

West Twenty-Fifth Street, New York, N. Y. 


Cloth back, price $1.00). Its author, a layman who 
was a product of Harrow, served as an officer in 
the London Regiment of the British Army in 
World War I. After that, he went into full-time 
service for the Lord among young people, and he 
became widely known to Christians in Great Brit- 
ain, in Ireland, on the Continent, in the United 
States, and in Japan. While he was on a preaching 
tour of the Australian area not very long ago, sud- 
denly the Lord took him Home. (When I entered 
the Army in World War II, the only books which 
I carried from home with me were my “Fishers 
of Men” New Testament and a copy of Captain 
Wallis’s “The New Man.’’) 


The problem of worldliness, it seems, is not a 
new problem in the Protestant ministry. In the 
‘“‘Letters”’ section of an issue of Time Magazine, 
we are told that Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), 
the widely-quoted theologian who lived in Den- 
mark, once wrote in his Journals: ‘‘But this, in my 
opinion, is what demoralized Christianity, and 
Protestantism in particular: that a clergy which 
is worldly in every particular, instead of admitting 
that it is indulgence from a Christian point of 
view, has reversed the position and made that 
worldliness into something Christian, something 
far nobler and truer than real self-abnegation 
(and) poverty . .. The world has been through 
that, and the clergy is consequently without in- 
fluence.” 


There is a crying need in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church today for laymen who will honestly 
and consistently try to live consecrated lives for 
Christ. There is a desperate need for: elders 
who will truly make an earnest effort to live up 
to the high standards of the office of Presby- 
terian Elders; we elders realize this, and we con- 
fess our many short-comings openly, and we ask 
that you pray for us. 


And there is also a great need in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church for Christian ministers who, 
without retiring from the world, will nevertheless 
separate themselves from worldliness, ministers 
who are willing to try earnestly to live completely 
surrendered lives for Christ’s sake. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is not over- 
flowing with such ministers at the present time. 
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The Christian Witness 
In The World 


By Dr. Martin Niemoller 
Public Meeting - Aug. 26, 1948 


The 23rd of August 1948 will be long remem- 
bered in the Christian world. The foundation and 
constitution of the World Council of Churches was 
the attainment of a goal for which we have long 
striven, and innumerable Christian people all over 
the world share our gratitude and joy, that a 
visible sign of our fraternal unity has now been 
set up at last. 


But we could not rest content with this event, 
however important it is or may become. Our union 
is not an end in itself, but only a step on the way, 
a means of fulfilling our task better; it is our 
task that is the decisive and crucial question—even 
during these days at Amsterdam. We are faced 
by a critical situation, and it is a situation which 
“eee 3 us all and demands a response from us 
all. 


The world in which we live and act is out of joint, 
not only here and there, but everywhere, and the 
disorder is increasing with alarming rapidity. Far 
and wide, and especially in the “Old World,” a 
paralysing atmosphere of decline is spreading. We 
do not know how the difficulties by which we are 
faced are to be overcome; we even doubt whether 
they can be overcome at all. This doubt goes even 


further: we are already talking about a ‘“‘post- 


Christian era’? in which we live, and we see the 
Tt of decay affecting the Christian Church 
itself. 


It is clear that there is something fundamentally 
wrong here; that something is out of joint in 
Christendom itself. If we had really prayed humbly 
and simply with the old Church: ‘‘May this world 
pass away and let Thy Kingdom come!” then we 
should be able to pray today, in face of the present 
world situation: ‘‘Come, Lord Jesus!”’ and our ears 
would be open to the consolation and the promises 
of His words: “But when this begins to happen, 
look up and lift your heads for the day of your 
deliverance is at hand!’ 


That is our common plight: that our ears are 
not open; that we ourselves share in the doubt 
and despair around us, is the burden that we have 
to bear. The fact that we cannot simply say, 
“The world reaps what it has sown,’”’ but that we 
must rather admit that we ourselves, we Christians, 
are now reaping what we have sown, shows our in- 
volvement in the chaos in which we find ourselves 
today, together with the rest of the human race. 


If “the people are afraid” on earth today, if 
they “languish in fear and wait for the things 
to come,” then we as a Christian Church and as 
Christian people do not in any way stand apart 
rg or above the world; we are in the very midst 
of it. 


In Germany during the last fifteen years we 
Christians have come to realize this state of affairs 
more and more, until finally—three years ago— 
we had to make a clear confession concerning our 
“involvement in guilt.” In that “Stuttgart Declara- 
tion” we charged ourselves, before God and before 
the world, for “not having been more courageous 
in our witness, more sincere in our prayers, more 


joyful in our faith and more ardent in our love,” 
That Declaration was a clear confession of our 
responsibility for the path chosen by our people 
and for their condition, and also of our guilt in 
the disorder and chaos of the world today. 


This Declaration met with a wide response in 
many places. And if we meet together here now, 
representing Christians all over the world, and 
seek together for a way within the ‘‘Disorder of the 
World,’”’ we do not do so in order to draw up yet 
another plan—among the many plans for the 
world’s salvation which are debated and drawn up 
and published today—which we would then propa- 
gate as our “Christian” Plan. If we rather ask 
and seek together for ‘‘God’s Design,” then there 
will be a broad basis of agreement among us, in 
so far as we shall all realize our implication in the 
trepidation and fear and apprehension of the things 


that are to happen on earth. We ourselves stand 


under God’s judgment which is being revealed 
throughout the world today. It will not be given 
to us to speak a clear Christian message here unless 
we recognize this judgment that God has sent upon 
us, and which we so richly deserve, like the thief 
who was crucified with Christ: ‘‘We are in the same 
condemnation.”’ And we indeed justly. 


Christendom today is in the same position as the 
rest of the world, in complete confusion. It is cer- 
tainly not we who can breathe fresh life into a 
dying world, and we have no effective prescription 
that will guarantee to heal the sickness of mankind. 


Bankruptcy has overtaken that ‘‘Christian world” 
which thought it could impregnate the rest of the 
world by making Christian principles valid there, 
and thus secure it against God’s judgment. The fire 
of God’s judgment has attacked the house of God 
itself, and the pillars on which our Christian prin- 
ciples rest have crashed down in flames. We Chris- 
tians in Central Europe feel the effects of this 
judgment most of all, and therefore have a par- 
ticular responsibility for bearing witness of it to 
our brothers all over the world. For it was in 
Central Europe that the grandiose attempt was 
made over a thousand years ago to incorporate 
the “Christian world” in the policy of a Holy 
Empire, in establishing ‘‘Christian” classes of s0- 
ciety, in imposing the moral laws of the Church, 
and in the fixed philosophical system of a unified 
doctrine. 


These foundations have all broken down, one 
after the other. And although our fathers and our 
selves have taken a great deal of trouble to ty 
and repair them and put them up again, the last 
hundred years, and finally the two world war’, 
have destroyed the last faint hope of success. The 
breakdown is complete; and if anyone wanted to 
reconstruct these ruins, he would meet with nothing 
but derision. 


But we cannot simply turn away and start some 
thing else. And where could we find anything 
“else”? We live in the world; and if this world % 
falling into chaos, as is happening before our eyé 
our own lives are in peril. We are men and womel 
living in this world; if we lose our real nature, ou 


to 
in 
b 
a 
m 
a 
av 
mi 
th 
int 
in 
to 
no 
the 
juc 
hy 
ne 
of 
We 
Ch 
ins 
tla 
ree 
we 
of 
juc 
wo 
ed 
jus 
the 
ma 
| 
us 
enc 
us 
do? 
is 
are 
the 
hu 
| pos 
lis 
| whi 
Sag 
pre 
Sto 
wa 
mid 
dise 
| dre 
fai 
ing 
pub 
The 
hav 
I 
por 
Chu 
wor 
else 
hav 
co 
wit 


Nov. 15, 1948 


special dignity as human beings (as is happening 


4 deadly sickness that is taking hold of us and. 


today) then we ourselves shall sink back into chaos, 
into that meaningless existence in which there is 
neither good nor evil, no movement forward nor 


backward, no distinction between what is above 


and what is beneath. We should not entertain any 
more illusions; this Nihilism is amongst us today— 


against which we have no remedy. 


For it is beyond our power to restore order to 
this chaotic world, or to restore the dignity of hu- 


man life. We Christians cannot and must not dis- 


sociate ourselves from this universal confusion and 
thus awaken false hopes. It is irresponsible and 


' intolerable to hear voices even now in Europe, and 


in Germany, which say: “If you had only listened 
to us, the Christian Church, this disaster would 
not have befallen you!”’ The Christian Church, and 
the whole of Christendom, stands under God’s 
judgment: ‘‘Woe unto you, scribes and pharisees, 
hypocrites, for ye tithe mint and rue and all man- 
ner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love 
of God.” 

' We are called to reflection, nay, to repentance. 
We, the Church. For we should be witnesses of 
Christ, the Crucified and Risen, Living Lord. And 
instead of that we have propagated our ‘Chris- 
tian” truths and principles as they seemed good, 


reasonable and effective in our own eyes. But 


we did not tell the world, and the men and women 
of our time, that “‘‘we must all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ,” that “‘the things of this 
world shall pass away” and that “God has appoint- 


eda day when He will judge the whole earth with 
justice.” Instead of that we thought we could turn 


the divine folly of the Gospel into a system of hu-- 


man wisdom and expediency. 
It was the judgment of God which prevented 


us from continuing to speak in this way, and sil- 


enced us. But it is now His grace that brings 
eg ask: “Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to 
do?’ : 


We have indeed a message for the world. But it 


_ is not our message. It is God’s message which we 
_ are to speak, the witness of Christ, the message of 
_ the Cross. This message comprehends the dignity of 
human life, but not a dignity which we have and 
_ possess, which we claim as a right, which we estab- 


lish and enforce, in order to overcome the chaos 


_ which we have brought upon ourselves.—The mes- 
_ Sage entrusted to us says that God in His incom- 
_ Prehensible merey, as revealed in Christ, has be- 
_ Stowed on us a dignity to which we are not in any 


way entitled—a dignity which enables us, in the 
midst of a chaotic world that is clearly rushing to 


_ disaster—to live as men and women, yes, as chil- 


dren 
faith 


of God, wherever and whenever we rely in 
on His promise.—The only real dignity that 


; belongs to human life is God’s infinite love in send- 
_ Ing Jesus Christ to man, as they really are: to the 
_ publican and the prostitute, the thief and the mur- 


world 
else, 
 comi 
3 Witness that God will not let us perish. That is 


erer, the man who betrays and sells his human 
lgnity and thus lets chaos loose in God’s creation. 

at is the human dignity which we as Christians 
ave to proclaim. 


It should be clear that these are the most im- 


: ani. “tidings of joy” today. And it should be 
dually clear that in preaching this message the 


urch is fulfilling its one and only task in the 
» Which cannot be undertaken by anyone 
—So, in face of the disorder of the world, we 
€ nO suggestions of our own to make for over- 
ng the prevailing chaos. We have only to bear 
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Sometming 
for your 
Christmas List 


Handsome, appropriate and of lasting useful- 
ness, this gift is doubly appreciated for its 
personal and spiritual significance. 


THE Uprer Room 
_ The World’s Most Widely Used © 


Devotional Guide 

is ideally suited as a Christmas remembrance 
for friends, neighbors and loved ones. 
1. In a special gift combination, copies of 
The Upper Room will be mailed direct to 
your Christmas list together with a beautiful 
black grained sheepskin cover case (into 
which future issues of The Upper Room may 
be slipped). The cover case is inscribed in 
gold with the name of each recipient. With 
the cover case and The Upper Room goes a 
handsome invitation card urging your friends 
to join you each day in the spiritual com- 
panionship of the breakfast table and stating 
that a full year’s subscription to The Upper 
Room is included in the gift. Prices: First 
gift combination, $1.75; additional gifts in 
same order, $1.50 each. In ordering, simply 
send list of names to be inscribed on the 
covers, together with list of names and ad- 
dresses for mailing. 
2. Subscriptions as Christmas Gifts. The 
Upper Room will be sent with an appropriate 
gift card carrying your name and stating that 
the recipient will receive a subscription to 
The Upper Room. Two years to one address, 
or two subscriptions, $1.00. Additional sub- 
scriptions, 50c each. | 

As Christmas Cards. The Upper Room 
costs no more than an ordinary card, yet it 
carries a message of spiritual concern and 
friendliness. Price in lots of 10 or more to 
one address, 5 cents each. Special Christmas 
or New Year envelopes for remailing, 1 cent 


each. 
; Address All Orders To 


THE UPPER ROOM 


1908 Grand Ave. Nashville 4, Tenn. 
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have hoped for them? 


nuitant lives. 


plan offers a safe, sane and tried way. 


ments. 


ful plan. 


Wade H. Boggs 


Would the money left bring in enough income, if invested? Would the loved ones know how to invest 
it safely? Or must they be haunted by the knowledge that the small capital is dwindling? 


Did you ever consider a Life Annuity Agreement? It will give a definite income as long as the as 
If you want to make provision for any relative or friend, or for some minister or missionary, this 


When the annuitant dies the whole amount goes into the Fund which provides for our aged and in- 
firm ministers and missionaries, and the needy widows and orphans of those who have died. 


If you want to change your investments at the first of the year consider these Life Annuity Agree. 


Let us tell you all the valuable features of this sensible, thoughtful, economical, well-secured, help. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
Executive Committee Of Christian Education & Ministerial Relief 


Executive Secretary 


410 Urban Bldg. — 


WHEN YOU ARE CALLED AWAY 


Where would the one dependent on you turn for the regular income you have always provided? 
What money would be left after doctor’s bills and financial expenses had been paid? 


Could the mortgages and taxes be paid? Or your children be given the comfort and education yoy 


.. Treasurer 


William H. Hopper ..... 
Louisville 2, Ky. 


why, even while He judges us, He calls us to faith 
through the Cross of Christ. That is why He brings 
together His Church in the midst of the declining 
world, so that His salvation may be proclaimed and 
offered to all. ; 


This message of the Cross, of God’s mercy in 
judgment, is irreconcilable with any ‘Christian 
programme” for the restoration of the world’s order. 
God has already introduced His own programme 
by setting up the Cross of Christ. His judgment 
on our lack of faith is already manifest, and the 
aeon is passing away. The new aeon is opening 
and its doors stand open to those who believe. 


There is no other salvation; this is the only gate 


into the new heaven and the new earth.—But in 
drawing up a programme for the salvation of the 
world, side by side with the Cross of Christ, the 
Church must take care that it does not increase 
the chaos, and that it is not swallowed up in that 
chaos itself. The Church has indeed received the 
promise that ‘“‘the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it’; but this promise made by Christ de- 
pends on faith in Him. And the promise that all 
things needful shall be ‘‘added unto us’ depends 


on our “seeking first the Kingdom of Heaven and 


His righteousness.”’ 


So God calls the Church again to its sole func- 
tion. The Church need know nothing but Jesus 
Christ, the Crucified, because He is the only Risen 
and Living One. 


There are no limits to this Christian witness in 
the world, for the love of God in Christ covers 
all the distress and misery of this world. The 
Church of Christ, which derives its life from faith 
in this love, would be denying it, instead of bear- 
ing witness of it, if it were to cease carrying 


a.m 


69 


out the practical expression of this love. For the} 


Church is the light of the world and the salt of 
the earth. | 


In a world of men torn by hatred and war, it} 


is not a matter of indifference whether the Chris 
tian Church is equally torn and divided; or whether 
that Church is a revelation of the love of God that 
makes all things new so that its message concern 


ing forgiveness and reconciliation and the new 
dignity of man is not merely an empty phrase—f. 


Nor is it at matter of indifference, whether this 
Christian Church cuts itself aloof, as if it had 
nothing more to do with this wicked, decaying 


world, which could simply be left to its fate if it 


did not believe in the Christian message. We know 
that there is no salvation except through faith in 
Christ. But we should be disloyal to our task and 
fail to bear witness of our Lord, if we refused to 
give bread to the hungry and to clothe the naked, 
and if we refused to alleviate the sufferings of ou! 
brother, for whom Christ died.—And this is cer 
tainly not only the duty of individual Christians 
but is part of the witness of the Church, which I 


its life on earth is also a community of men in the BR 


midst of other human communities, and for tha 


very reason has to preserve its witness to the uf 
most. Gratitude and truth compel me to say howe 


much the helpful, sympathetic love of Christial 
people all over the world has helped to pave the 
way for the message of God’s love in Christ, in the 
midst of the chaos in Europe. 


We certainly should not turn this service into! 
programme of world salvation, as if we could brit 
things about by our human activities. God has 3! 
own programme and His own work. But we have! 
keep on undertaking new programmes for helpil 
our brethren, in obedience to the words: ‘‘Remett 
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$1.25; Clothbound, $2.00. 


leaders. Clothbound, 325 pages, $2.00. 


ane | THE STORY OF THE LORD JESUS 


Compiled by J. Elwin Wright and Elizabeth M. Evans. The material of the four gospels has been ar- 
ranged to make one continuous story of Jesus from His conception to His resurrection and ascen- 


. * sion. Weymouth’s translation has been used by special permission. The story has been divided into 

%, daily readings for home or school devotions and because it is entirely scripture it is acceptable for 

1 in- use in the schools of most states. Special discounts for quantity purchases for use in schools. Cloth- 


* bound, 282 pages, $1.50; Fabrikoid, $2.00. 


ree DEATH IN THE FOT 


By J. Elwin Wright. An appraisal of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


Paperbound, 56 pages, 25c. 


HOW MODERN IS THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 


IMPORTANT BOOKS 


ECCLESIASTICAL OCTOPUS 


ded? By Ernest Gordon. The most complete history of the Federal Council yet produced from the evan- 
gelical viewpoint. A MUST for every Christian who wishes to be informed. Paperbound, 170 pages, 


By Charles E. Fuller and J. Elwin Wright. One of the most popular collections of devotional readings 
and poems for every day of the year, including contributions from scores of eminent evangelical 


you | MANNA IN THE MORNING 


By J. Elwin Wright. Paperbound, 18 pages ... 
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USUAL DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS — ORDER FROM 
FELLOWSHIP PRESS 


BOSTON 8, MASS. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


salt of 
{ 

DECATUR GEORGIA 

by ! A college for women with the highest educational recognition which earnestly seeks to maintain } 
od that the best Christian atmosphere. 
gg { Its enrollment for September, 1949, is already advanced. Applicants should file papers early. | 
rase— : | A competitive contest with important awards is offered each year. ) 
it had For Information Address: President J. R. McCain | 
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aith in Bber those who suffer under affliction.”” We cannot 
sk and Bilisregard the distress of society, nor of the na- 
ised to Ftions, any more than that of individuals.—lIt is 
naked, Bitue, we cannot realize the right order of society, 
of ou BPecause such a thing does not exist in this decaying 
is cel: PWorld. Neither can we establish permanent peace 


istians, Fand abolish war, just as we cannot get rid of con- 
hich in Rect and murder in individual human life. But it 
in the BS still our duty to work for better social orders 
yr that F¥nd conditions, and to work seriously for the 
the ut: Fabolition of war. For Christ’s sake we have to bear 
yy how Mitness that God is the God of justice and peace, 
ristia! FPiat He does not want chaos and war, that the 
ve the FF purch therefore cannot tolerate the conditions 
in the #® this world, especially because it looks for help 


tc God alone, and not to itself. 
into 


| bring ~~ we owe it to the world, on which God has 
as Hil ee His love through Christ, to pass on this 
ave t Monee No, the world is not unreasonable, in its 
nelping | Sem and despair, if it looks to us here in 
emell €rdam and asks us anxiously, whether we can- 


ot shed any light on its dark way, nor give it any 


message to help it. 

This brings us up against another dilemma: is 
there any point in trying to give bread to the 
hungry, if we know, that real help lies only in the. 
Bread of Life given in Christ? Is it worth while to 
struggle to give water to the thirsty, when their 
thirst can only be stilled by the living water, that 
Jesus alone can give? According to the promise 
of our Lord, this beginning is not in vain. We must 
bear this tension with hope; for God is greater 


than our hearts and He knows all things. He knows 


—and He alone knows—whither He wishes to lead 
His Church in this world, through service. 

We are weary of our own ways; we all have 
reason to doubt our own powers and to despair. 
But for that very reason we are called afresh to 
proclaim the great deeds of God and to make the 
Christian message heard and seen in the world. 
That is why we argue and pray with one another 
and for one another, that God may lead us through 
His Holy Spirit, and that we may hear and carry 
out His message to the world—the Message of the 
Cross of Christ and of the Living Lord. 


j 
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“The Federal Council Of Churches 


Encourages Regimentation”’ 


By L. E. Faulkner 
Hattiesburg ... Mississippi 


In the Christian Observer of October 20, 1948 
there is a splendid article by Dr. Walter L. Lingle, 
entitled, “Our Protestant Heritage.’’ Dr. Lingle 
asks this question: “What are we doing to pre- 
serve this priceless heritage?’”’ Then he calls the 
reader’s attention to the fact that, “under the 
pressure of totalitarianism human freedom has 
been fast disappearing from the earth.”’ He states 
that ‘“‘whole nations in Europe have sold their 
birthright for a mess of pottage,” and then Dr. 
Lingle states, ‘“‘We say that it cannot happen here. 
Human nature is much the same the world over, 
and anything can happen here that has happened 
in other parts of the world. We would not have 
supposed twenty years ago that Americans would 
have submitted to the various forms of regimen- 
tation which have been imposed upon us. There 
is no telling how much further this regimentation 
may go. Eternal vigilance is still the price of 
liberty.”’ 


Planned and managed economy, regimentation, 
national socialism and totalitarianism are all ways 
and means by which human freedom is destroyed, 
thereby preparing the way for communism. 


One of the most effective promoters of planned 
and managed economy which includes, of course, 
regimentation, collectivism and different forms of 
national socialism, is the Federal Council of 
Churches which has officially endorsed FEPC 
legislation, non-segregation of races, President 
Truman’s mis-named Civil Rights program, mini- 
mum wage legislation, social planning and control 
of the credit and monetary systems and the eco- 
nomic processes for the common good; the exten- 
sion of Old Age and Survivors Insurance System 
to agricultural workers, domestic servants, em- 
ployees of non-profit organizations, and the self- 
employed; a sound plan of public health and dis- 
ability insurance, and a government Full Employ- 
ment Bill. 


No one would accuse the Federal Council of 
Churches of being a Communist-front organization, 
nor would anyone accuse any of the leaders of 
the Federal Council of being Communists. It is 
true, however, that the most effective promoters 
of planned and managed economy, regimentation, 
totalitarianism and collectivism, all of which lead 
towards communism, are those who don’t believe 
in communism and don’t really believe in our 


present economic system or else, at least, don’t 


know what is necessary to make the profit and loss 
system work as it should. 


The Federal Council of Churches consists of 
twenty-five national denominations representing 
more than twenty-eight million church members. 
It is organized on a basis broad enough to wel- 
come all branches of historical Christianity— 
whether Protestant or Catholic—which are com- 
mitted to the ideal of fellowship and the practice 
of cooperation with other Churches. Since 1938 
three Eastern Orthodox bodies have been received 
into membership. ) 


I have in my files a letter under date of Sep. 
tember 27, 1948, from the Chief Investigator of 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, Unite 
States House of Representatives, enclosing certain 
information from the Files of the Committee op 
Un-American Activities pertaining to the Feder] 
Council of Churches. This report lists eleven ip. 
portant leaders of the Federal Council and states 
that the committee’s files reveal that seven of the 
eleven officers whom they list have been affiliated 
with one Communist-front organization and that 
another leader who is not included in the seven 
referred to has been affiliated with several group 
which have been cited as Communist-front orgaii. 
zations in reports of the Special Committee 


Un-American Activities and/or the Attorney Ger. 


eral of the United States. 


Business and professional men of our churchsi 


and others interested in the preservation of hv. 
man freedom mentioned by Dr. Lingle should kk 


deeply interested in receiving first-hand info. 


mation pertaining to the economic, political, soci 


and racial activities and objectives of the Fel 


eral Council of Churches and some of the prom-— - 


nent leaders of the Council. Those interested i= 
receiving documental proof of the fact that thi 
Federal Council of Churches has encouraged reg: 
mentation may be enlightened on this subject by 
writing me a letter or postal card informing m—e 


that you are interested. 


wwe 


INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY 
OF THE BIBLE 


By Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield 


This volume makes available again the major 
writings of this world-famous theologian in 
defense of the trustworthiness of the Bible 
plus an adequate up-to-date Introduction by 
Dr. C. Van Til, author of The New Mod: 
ernism, in the course of which he challenges 
the modern theory of knowledge. under the 
influence of which the very possibility of 
infallible Bible is being widely denied. 


An appeal, scholastically unsurpassed, to met 
everywhere to recognize the Bible as the 
Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice. 


460 PAGES 
$3.75 Postpaid . 
Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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The Rev. Robert Erwin Hough, D.D., Preacher, Scholar, Author, 
Among His Beloved Books. 


When The Years Multiply 
By Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 


For more reasons than one I find it difficult 
to comply with the Editor’s request for a brief 
message on:the eve of the fiftieth anniversary 
of my ordination to the ministry. My experiences 
and services, joys and sorrows defeats and vic- 
tories have been those of the average minister— 
if, indeed, they measure up to the average. 


_ Perhaps the most significant aspect of my min- 
istry is its length. At the beginning there was 
little prospect for a lengthy one. The indications 
were that it would be very brief, at best not more 
than ten years. But God has seen fit in His infinite 
wisdom to order it otherwise. I am profoundly 
grateful to Him for not only putting me into the 
ministry, but for keeping me in it so long. .““The 
little singled-wick night lamp of being” which I 
have endeavored to shade, sometimes with trembling 
fingers, by His grace, flickers on awhile longer 
as stronger lights along the way one after an- 
other have gone out. I thank God for a good age 
and a long ministry. 


However, I must not take advantage of the 
opportunity to reminisce or preach, but rather 
to record my profound gratitude for the blessing 
with which God has crowned my life. He has not 
ailed in a single promise, and His mercy and 
patience have been boundless. Whatever may have 
fen accomplished through the years, has been 
ue to His grace and not to any ability of my 
—_ And if there is one lesson that I have 
earned with some degree of thoroughness, it is 
that God keeps His promise to all, even to the 
Weakest and lowliest of His children. 


I am grateful for the fine Christian men and 
women, boys and girls, I have had the privilege 
of knowing and working with in the congregations 
which I have served. As I think back over the 
years, I marvel at the patience and long-suffer- 
ing of the people of the Church. The churches, 
the presbyteries, and synods have all been good 
to me far beyond my deserts. 


I am grateful for my brethren in the ministry. 
As a whole they have been most generous and 
helpful, and the associations delightful and re- 
freshing. As the years are lived over in thought, 
beautiful memories of these brethren flow into 
the soul like refreshing water to a famishing pil- 
grim. The pastors of childhood and youth pass 
before me as unforgetable characters now known 
only to history which they helped create. Their 


sermons sometimes were thought to be too tedious 


and too long, but they were freighted with Gospel 
truth on which the souls of young and old alike 
were nourished and comforted. Who can ever 
forget the sacramental Sabbaths and attending 
days of service; the sacredness of the holy table 
with its deep solemnity and significance, and the 
fellowship of kindred spirits about it? These, and 
many other such memories, are embalmed in love 
and holy tradition that have not faded with the 
years. They abide as a never failing fountain from 
which issue streams of blessings to gladden and 
enrich the life that was once a part of them. 


I am grateful for a Christian heritage, for par- 
ents that knew and loved Christ and who early 
taught me to know and love Him also. I am grate- 
ful for a happy home life, for a sympathetic 
and understanding family, a quiet, restful, loving 
refuge from much of life’s stormy blasts. I am 
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grateful for children and for their Christian house- 
holds. The love, the sympathy, and _ sacrificial 
cooperation of them all have sweetened and en- 
riched life immeasurably. In this respect no one 
has been more richly blessed, for which I am 
grateful to the Heavenly Father. 


I am thankful to be released from a large 
measure of the responsibilities of active life; from 
the burden and heat of the dizzy life of ceaseless 
activity from which so often there seem to be little 
or no results. Many have expressed themselves 
as wanting ‘“‘to die in the harness,’”’ but as for me 
it is every pleasant to have the tight straps un- 
buckled and the heavy collar lifted from the neck, 
not that I am weary of the work, but a bit weary in 
it at its present pace. Though on “the retired 
roll,” I have not abandoned the hope that I may 
be permitted to grapple with a considerable meas- 
ure of work, which has long been marked out for 
days of more leisure. 


I am grateful for the future which is “as bright 
as the promises of God.” It has been said that one 


Sabbath Sch 


of the charms of the evening is that one by one 
we see the stars coming out. That is something 
of which the morning cannot boast. The morning 
brings the garish sun with its burning heat, and 
then weariness. But the evening unveils the stars, 
and fills the whole dome of Heaven with myriads 
of quiet, soothing lights, and they bring the ¢eoo] 
and restful night. And with the stars come the 
promise, “And at evening time it shall be light.” 


As the multiplying years have brought me to 
the far end of life, and though my work looks 
so uncommonly small, life is not stale and dull, 
but fresh and sweet and glowing with hope. In 
abiding faith in Christ, I invite you to: 


“Grow old along with me! 

The best is yet to be, . 
The last of life, for which the first was made; 
Our times are in His hand 

Who saith, ‘A whole I planned, 


Youth shows but half; trust God, see all, nor be 


ool Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Dec. 5: History In 
The New Testament 


Scripture: Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 4:1-4; 8:4-17,25; 
11:1-18; 13:1-3; 14:26-27; 16:1-10; 28:16, 30-31. 
Devotional Reading: Acts 4:23-31. | 


There is much History in the Old Testament: 
there is but one strictly Historical Book in the 
New; the Book of Acts. (The Gospels are the Life 
of our Lord, and Revelation is Apocalyptic). We 
might well call the Acts the ‘History of Early 
Missions.”’ This Church was a Praying Church; a 
Spirit-filled, and Spirit-led Church; A Witnessing 
Church; a Courageous Church, for it faced ter- 
rible opposition and persecution. All of this adds 
up to this great fact: the early Church was a 
Missionary Church. This verse in our Devotional 
Reading well describes the Church of that day: 
“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness.’”’ Would that 
these words could be spoken of the Church tv- 
day! 

Our Lesson is a study of scattered verses in 
this great Book: 


I. The Promise and the Command: Acts 1.8. 


1. “Ye shall receive Power.’”’? What a precious 
promise to the little powerless band of disciples, 
weak and confused, facing a hostile world, with 
a tremendous task confronting them! Power was 
the very thing they needed, and it must be super- 
natural Power, the power of God, the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus had told them much about 
the coming of the Spirit—His work in their hearts 
and in the world. (See John 16). 


2. The Promise was followed by a Command: 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” A witness is one 
who has seen and heard and is willing to tell what 
he knows from personal experience. (Does not 
this explain why so many Christians are poor 


witnesses today: namely, they have had no per- 
sonal experience of the presence, work, and power 
of Weuld there not more testimony 
if we had been more deeply touched and moved 
by the Holy Spirit? Is it not true that many of 
us are not good witnesses because we have not 
seen and heard and felt His Power in our hearts 
and lives? If we have had some rich experience 
of His grace, we should. not be ashamed to tell 
it. Some are timid ard reserved, but a sincere 
word will mean much for Him. The truest and 
best testimony is the LIFE, and unless our lives 
back up our testimony, we had better keep silent. 
Again, there must never be any ‘“‘bragging” or 
“boasting,” or any sign that we are proud of our 
past meanness. ) 


The Command is really two-fold: they are com- 
manded to “wait,” ‘tarry’; and then to “go.” 
We are so busy “going” these days, that we do 
not have time to “tarry,’”’ and the going is futile 


unless we wait for the Lord to go with us. 


II. The Promise Fulfilled: Acts 2:1-4. The “day 
of Pentecost” is a momentous day in the history 
of the Church. The coming of tne Holy Spirit 
changed everything. His anointing changed the 
disciples from a group of timid and dismayed 


men into a band of fearless preachers and wit- 


nesses. He caused the words of Peter to prick 
the hearts of those who had been impervious to 
the Gospel and caused them to cry out, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do, and resulted in the 
conversion of three thousand of them. The apostles 
were indeed filled with power, and with courage 
and boldness. They at once began to carry out 
the command of. Christ to go and preach an 
bear witness to Him. Their ten days of waiting 
and preparation bore wondrous fruit. 


III. Persecution Begins: Acts 4:1-4. The same 
bigoted and unbelieving classes arrayed themselves 
against the apostles as had been the enemies 0 
Christ when He taught and preached. The priests 
and Sadducees and leaders of the Jews were 
grieved because they preached through Him— 
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the Risen Christ—the resurrection from the dead. 
This teaching was especially offensive to the 


Gadducees. The ideas and prejudices 


of men are hard to correct. 


This persecution begins in a rather mild form, 
but soon increases in severity. The History of the 
Church has ever been a history of persecution. 
Jesus had warned them of this: marvel not if 
the world hate you; if they have persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you. The Great Head of 
the Church never promised His followers an easy 


time. 


IV. Samaria Reached: Acts 8:4-17,25. Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, the uttermost parts of the earth: 
like the ever-widening ripples on the water when 
a stone is dropped in, so the Gospel spreads. 


They that were scattered abroad went every- 
where preaching the Word. Persecution, instead 
of stamping out the church, made it spread. Fire 
is often scattered and every new spark makes a 
rans blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church. 


Philip, one of the newly-chosen deacons, goes 
down to Samaria and preaches there. He has a 
glorious revival. Peter and John are sent to 
help, the Holy Spirit is poured forth as at Pente- 
COST. 


Samaria was a good connecting link between 
Jews and Gentiles, for the Samaritans were a 
mixed race, and although ‘“‘the Jews had no deal- 
ings with the Samaritans,”’ yet it was a little easier 
to bridge the gap, and in this way break down 
Jewish prejudice and open the way for a world- 
wide religion. Many villages of the Samaritans 
were reached. (It is interesting to compare this 
with the visit of Jesus to Samaria in John 4). 


V. Cornelius and Peter: Acts 11:1-18. In Chapter 
10 we have the account of the meeting of Peter 
and Cornelius, the devout Roman centurion. It 
took a vision from heaven to overcome the 
prejudice of Peter, and convince him that he 
was to preach to the Gentiles. 


In our selection from Chapter 11 Peter is ex- 
plaining his course to the Jewish Christians at 
Jerusalem. They seem to be perfectly satisfied with 
the explanation and said, “Then hath God also to 
the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.’’ The 
first step has been taken, the Holy Spirit was shed 
forth as at Pentecost, and it would appear that 
all was settled, but it took time and the Council 
of Jerusalem, and especially the ministry and 
breadth of heart and mind of Paul, the apostle 
to the Gentiles, to fully open the door. 


: VI. The Door Fully Opened: Acts 14:26-27. 
They rehearsed all that God had done with 


them”: this is the report of the returning mission- 


ey In the beginning of the 13th chapter we 
ave Paul and Barnabas sent out by the church 
at Antioch, and there follows the account of their 


preaching tour. They had had glorious successes — 


mingled with opposition and _ persecution. The 
— on the whole, believed and received the 
ood News while the Jews rejected it. We, like 


ne ees Barnabas, should always give God the 


etl The Macedonian Cry: Acts 16:1-10: The 


Spel comes to Hurope. Here is another most 


| WZnificant Step in the spread of the Gospel, the 


oly Spirit guiding Paul to cross over into Greece. 
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All subsequent Church History would have been a 
different story, if Paul had followed his first in- 
clination and endeavor. 


VIII. Rome Reached At Last: Acts 28:16, 30-31. 
Paul and his companions had completed their 
three Missionary Journeys. He was arrested in 
Jerusalem on false charges, and after his de- 
fense before the Jews, Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, 
had appealed to Caesar. The voyage to Rome, the 
shipwreck, and final safe arrival at Rome, the 
center of World Government. The first imprison- 
ment of Paul was very mild. He lived in his 
own hired house and all came to see him who 
wished to do so. He also had the opportunity of 
preaching to many Roman soldiers, his body 
guard, and “the saints in Caesar’s household” were 
no doubt the result. 


Lesson For Dec. 12: Letters 
In The Bible 


Scripture: Philippians; I Timothy; I John. Devo- 
tional Reading: Ephesians 3:13-21. 


Letters are a most intimate and interesting 
form of Literature. Some men and women have 
been noted “letter writers.” The early Christians 
seem to have written much to each other, en- 
couraging and helping one another. | 


The Letters, (Epistles) of the Bible are unique, 
being inspired communications from the leaders 
of the Church to more fully reveal the Gospel 
Plan of Salvation and the finished work of Christ, 
to correct abuses both in doctrine and life, to en- 
courage the “saints and brethren’ in their most 
holy faith. The beginnings and endings of these 
letters show the love and sympathy which they 
had for each other. 


Some of these letters are written to Churches, 
some to individuals, some to Christians in gen- 
eral. Some are doctrinal in nature, some pastoral, 
some corrective of life; all are saturated with the 
spirit of prayer, and these prayers reveal the 
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earnest desire of the writers for the spiritual 
growth and development of those who read. 


Our Devotional Reading, (Ephesians 3:13-21) 
is a sample of one of Paul’s prayers, which are so 
common in his epistles. Paul was a great prayer 
and in his prayers he is beseeching God to grant 
to them some of the glorious gifts of His grace 
and riches of His glory. 


In our lesson we have three types of letters: 
(1) A Church Letter, (2) A personal Letter, (3) 
A General Letter. 


I. A Beautiful Letter to a Church: Philippians. 
“This is one of the four ‘Prison Epistles,’ the 
other three being Ephesians, Colossians, and Phil- 
emon.”’ It is well to remember this as we read and 
study this letter, for the dark background gives 
added beauty and meaning to its message. 


Philippians is predominantly an “Epistle of 
Joy.” 


In writing to some of the churches Paul had to 
severely rebuke them for errors in doctrine, or 
evils in their lives. The letter to the Galatians 
is severe in its tone; the letter to the Corinthians 
has to probe deeply into their sins and “divisions.” 
In his letter to the Romans Paul is stressing some 
of the Great Doctrines, especially Justification by 
Faith. In his letters to the Thessalonians he is 
revealing much about the coming of the Day of 
the Lord, and correcting some of their miscon- 
ceptions. 


But in this letter to the church at Philippi he is 
breathing out his thankfulness and joy. This 
church seems to have been one of the best, free 
from errors of doctrine, misconduct, divisions or 
strife. He greatly rejoices himself, and he calls 
upon them to rejoice. “Rejoice in the Lord al- 
ways; and again I say, rejoice.” There is nothing 
which makes a preacher’s heart abound with joy 
like a church which he has founded proving itself 
worthy of the name of Christ. We would have 
more happy churches and more happy ministers 
if all our churches were like the church at Phillipi. 


II. A Personal Letter: I Timothy. This is one 
of the “Pastoral Epistles.”’ 


Paul was not only a founder of churches, but 
a trainer of preachers. Timothy and Titus were 
two of these young men whom he trained, and 
he writes to both. 


In this letter to young Timothy he is not only 
giving him advice and admonition in regard to his 
own conduct, but is also telling him about the 
qualifications necessary in the leadership of the 
churches—the kind of Bishops (Elders) and Dea- 
cons who should be elected to lead the churches. 


Paul believed in organization: in every place 
he ordained leaders to “carry on’ the work while 
he continued his missionary march _ into other 
places. Some men are gifted in this sort of work, 
and Paul was one of these; in fact, he seems 
gifted in every department of service for the Lord. 
This gave permanency to these little churches. 
Whitefield was a greater evangelist and preacher 
than John Wesley, many of us believe, but he 
left no organization, while Wesley founded the 
great Methodist Church which has been such a 
power in the world. 


. I. Paul would have Timothy take heed to him- 
self: to see that he lived a blameless life as a 
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minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This ad. 
monition of the apostle concerns each one of ys 
today just as much as Timothy. Every now and 
then we read of some minister who has caused 
outsiders to blaspheme, even as David caused 
Israel, because they are leading double lives 
and sooner or later their sins find them out. There 
is nothing which pleases Satan better than to 
have one such man, even though one out of thov- 
sands, at whom men can point their fingers and 
criticize the church, and try to excuse themselves 
for their sins. 


2. He exhorted him to be sound in doctrine, in 
the faith, for there were already those who were 
beginning to teach and practice doctrines contrary 
to the Word of God and unbecoming in a child of 
God. “Take heed to thyself and to the doctrine.” 
After his concern for his personal piety, there 
was to be care for his teaching. Again, this is up- 
to-date advice, for loose—of thinking along funda- 
mental lines is characteristic of our day. There 
are gifted and eloquent men who are doing untold 
damage to the church by their attitude towards 
these ‘‘beliefs that matter most.’’ These men should 
read and heed I Timothy. 


3. Then he goes into details as to the qualifi- 
cations for Elders, (sometimes called Bishops), 
and Deacons. Timothy was to be careful about 
the lay leadership of the church. We _ usually 
read these verses when we have an election of 
officers, but do we stress sufficiently their inm- 
portance and meaning? Sometimes it seems that 
those who vote pay little heed to what Paul 
says. Is not this a cause of much weakness in 
the church? (I Tim. Chapter 3). 


4. He also adds some timely words as to widows 
and women in general. 


There is, of course, no better place for a young 
preacher to learn how to be a good minister 
of Jesus Christ than here. As a man and missionary 
and founder of churches he is unsurpassed: as the 
inspired messenger of God, he is to be obeyed. 


III. A General Letter: I John. This is one of 
the group known as “General Epistles,’”’ because 
they are written to Christians as a whole and not 
to some special church, or class or individual. 


John wrote three Letters. Two are very short, 
II and III John. This one we study today is not 
very long, but much longer than the other two, 
which have only one chapter each. We have felt 
that good titles for these letters might be: The 
Christian in the World, I John; The Christian 
the Home, II John; and The Christian in the 
Church, III John. 


1. What sort of world does the Christian live 
in? Why does John say, “Love not the world” 
It is a “world of Sin’; a world which “lies in the 
lap of the evil one.” 


There is the Darkness of Sin: “(Gross Darkness,’ 
as Isaiah puts it. The god of this world has “shut 
out the sunshine’ wherever he could, and men 
have aided and abetted him in his evil work 
Ignorance, superstition, fear, abound. To see dark 
ness at its worst visit heathen lands, but there al 
many dark spots even in enlightened America. 


There is the Hatred of Sin: people are hating 
one another, and are showing it in a multitude 0 
ways; World War II is a good sample. 
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There is the Unbelief of Sin. The god of this 
world loves to blind the minds of those that believe 
not. Men prefer believing a lie. Ye will not believe 
because I tell you the truth, said our Great 
Teacher, and Paul speaks of ‘“‘believing a lie.”’ This 
is the spirit of anti-Christ, and it is rampant in our 
world as in Paul’s, and John’s. : 
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There is the Deadness of Sin: it is dead in tres- 
passes and sins. 


2. What sort of Christians does the world need? 
What sort ought we to be? We can barely mention 
some things found here: ‘‘Walk in the light’; 
“Love one another’; “Sin not’; “This is the 
victory that overcomes the world, even our faith’; 
“He that hath the Son, hath Life.”’ 


Young 


Vesper Topics For December 
Dec. 5: The Light Shined In Darkness 


Introduction 


We all are tremendously concerned today with 
the dark clouds that hover over our earth. The 
clouds of war, of hatred, of fear all cast a shadow 
over our hopes and aspirations for the future. 
But this is not peculiar to our day and age. These 
same dark clouds hovered over the world in the 
day when Christ was born in Bethlehem. Today 
the ominous clouds of darkness that loomed so 
large then have passed away, and Christ _the 
Light of the World is still shining, guiding millions 
into the abundant life. 


. As we approach this Christmas season, we can 
find no better way to pierce the darkness of this 
world than to re-examine the eternal Light of the 
World and understand Him. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. The Light: John 8:12. (a) Relation to God. 
John 1:1-2. (b) Relation to Creation. John 1-3. 
(c) Relation to Men. John 1:4. 

2. The Shining: (a) In prophetic preparation. 
Isaiah 9:2-7. (b) In historic manifestation. (1) 
By words. John 6:68; John 7:46. (2) By life. John 
1:14; Acts 10:38. (8) By death. Romans 5:8. 
(c) In continuing witness. Acts 1:1; John 14:12. 


3. The Darkness: (a) Seen in symptoms. (1) 
Fears of People. (2) Formalism in worship. (3) 
Breakdown of morals. (4) Injustice in world. (5) 
Indifference to God. (b) Understood in cause. (1) 
Transgression of law of God. Romans 3:23. (2) 
Want of conformity to character of God. Ephesians 
2:1-3. 

Suggestions 

“Presbyterian Youth’ has a program outlined 
in series of talks in which the darkness of the 
first century and that of our century are com- 
pared. You might use this Scripture Lesson to 
open the program or, after studying the com- 
parison, to close the program, but be sure to 
emphasize the Truth that Christ is the Light of the 


World and that He is shining every day in every | 


age, and that all of our fears and evils are mere 

symptoms that men have failed to let the Light 

of the World shine in their hearts and lives. In 

Spite of all the darkness of our day—the future 

IS as bright as the Presence and Work of Christ. 
* 


Dec. 12: And The Darkness 
Has Never Put It Out 


Introduction 


During the month of December all over the 


People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


world people from all walks of life will again be 
singing the age old Christmas carols and reading 
the Christmas story. In many a pageant and from 
many a window we will again see symbols of the 
Star of Bethlehem. 


This is all very interesting when we remember 
how people have treated Him to whose birth 
place that first Star led the Wise Men. Ever since 
Herod gave the command to slaughter all the 
babies in Bethlehem, each generation has seen 
those in power who would destroy the Witness to 
the Light of the World. But the Light is still 
shining in the darkness and today we again go 
even unto Bethlehem to worship Him, who was 
born the King of the Jews. Why is it that the 
Light is still shining in the darkness and the dark- 
ness has not been able to put it out? Here are 
four answers that help us to understand. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON | 


1. Because He came from God. Galatians 4:4; 


Matthew 3:16-17. 


2. Because He meets our deepest needs. (a) To 
know God. John 1:18; John 14:6. (b) To have 
abundant life. John 10:10. 


3. Because He is what our world needs: (a) 
Love—not hatred. Romans 5:5. (b) Light—not 
darkness. John 1:4-5. (c) Assurance—not fear. 
Timothy (2) 1:7; Hebrews 2:8-9. 


4, Because He is the Altogether Lovely One. 


(a). To those who know Him. Philippians 3:7-10. 


Suggestions 


As you use the program outlined in Presby- 
terian Youth, le+ some one work in the Scripture 
Lesson so that you may have the Biblical reasons 
why the darkness has never been able to put out 
the Light. 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic staridards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
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Again We Thank Our God 


Is there one among us who will fail to express 
the gratitude of a sincere heart for the countless 
blessings and the mercies of God, so richly given 
to us this year? A pastor led his congregation 
in a most helpful exercise one Thanksgiving 
morning, when he went through the alphabet, 


naming one thing for each letter for which he © 


was thankful to God. If you have not done this 
childlike thing, try it this Thanksgiving. You 
will find yourself not stopping with twenty-six 
things for which you are deeply thankful, but 
your mind will run on, naming countless things 
for which you owe your heavenly Father sincere 
gratitude. 


In our personal life, in our family, community 
and church life, we will recall blessings innumer- 
able. As we move out into national and inter- 
national life, there are things for which we should 
be deeply thankful—unmolested by enemies; en- 
riched with material gifts; spared great calamity; 
and most of all a definite proof of the coming 
together, on a world scale, of Christian people, 
together to face a common foe and to declare our 
wa — Jesus Christ, Saviour and Son 
od. 


Such thoughts leave us sober—we realize how 
far short we have come to being the kind of 
people God wants us to be. We know that we have 
not measured up to His will for us. We admit 
our failure to reflect His likeness at all times. In 
spite of our shortcomings, God has not failed us. 
But how long dare we expect such compassion, 
such longsuffering, such forgiveness, if we in our 
personal and family and national life, to say 
nothing of our international life, are not com- 
pletely loyal to Him? And can we, the Christians 
of this country, exercise such an influence that 
the large number of unchurched people will be 
brought to know Jesus Christ and accept Him? 
Will God spare our land because of the Christians 
here, or will He bring justice speedily for the sins 
of the people? 

Psalm 103 is excellent for thoughtful reading, 
November 25. Think prayerfully of what those 
verses mean to you and your loved ones, of your 
church, your community, this nation. Such 
thoughts must surely send us to our knees, in 
confession of our sins, in joyous thanksgiving for 
such a Father God, and in a fresh commitment 
to our Saviour and Lord. 


Let us remember with cheerfulness, in a real 


- way with our financial gifts, the Homes of our 


Church, and the children in each, who look to the 
Church for extra gifts at this season. This is 
a tangible way for us to say “Thank you, God, 
for your manifold goodness to us.” 


A Personal Testimony 


Note: This is the fifth in a series of articles on 
Personal Witnessing written by the members of 
a class under the leadership of Dr. Cecil Thomp- 
son at the Montreat Training School last summer. 


For many years I have taught a woman’s Bible 
class. When I began to teach years ago, in a 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


church in North Carolina, I was concerned pri- 
marily in the subject material that I would pre- 
sent each Sunday. I studied hard and felt that I 
was accomplishing great. things, as my class grew 
and I seemed to be very “popular”? with the wom- 
en. After a period of this kind of teaching, I 
began to realize that even mature, educated, cul- 
tured women who had been professing Christians 
for years, needed more than just an “interesting 
and entertaining’”’ lesson each Sunday. I wondered 
if they could be truly hungry for a soul-stirring 
experience that I had thought only the unsaved 
needed. So my teaching began to change and I 
began to feel a deep sense of responsibility toward 
the souls of those women. I found myself making 
every lesson as evangelistic and as practical as I 
could—and as the months went on it was borne 
in to me that only by ‘‘witnessing’”’ for Him every 
Sunday morning as earnestly and strongly as 
possible, could I hope to satisfy the needs of those 
women and my own great urgency to win souls 
to Christ. 


I am now teaching a large class in West Vir- 
ginia (we have an average Sunday morning at- 
tendance of 65 to 70) and every week I am thrilled 
over the great opportunity that is mine—not only 
to teach the gospel but to witness in a very prac- 
tical way by reaching women who have never 
made a complete committal to Christ before. Seven 
of these women—regular attenders for months 
—joined the church this past year. There are six 
others on the roll on whom I am working and 
the Holy Spirit is touching and reaching. And 
there are others constantly joining the class. I 
am deeply grateful for this opportunity. Please 
help me pray that I will have sense enough to 
grasp every opening I may have, and that I may 
reach more and more women for Christ by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


Want A Thrill? 


Have you been discouraged, at times about the 


White Cross? If so, read this letter and take new 


courage! 
September 26, ’48. 
Hsuchowfu, Ku. 


Dear Mrs. Whisnant: 


Some time ago, I was called out to the hospital 
Gate House to receive some hospital supplies. 
Can you imagine the exquisite pleasure that was 
mine when I saw your ten huge cases of White 
Cross supplies! Since coming to China two years 
ago, I’ve had no such thrill. The past ten years of 
war have left this hospital at an all time low 
state as regards equipment of any kind so your 
gift meets a real need. It is a satisfying experience 
to be able to set up your ward again in fresh 
linens; and to see with the eyes that a clean 
operating room reduces infections—but it warms 
the heart, indeed to know that our women in 
the church are interested in the work of soul 
saving. I cannot believe that those White Cross 
supplies came to us without interest, prayer and 
sacrifice, and that adds a rich meaning to your 
gift—so when I say the simple age old words 
“Thank you” it comes from the heart of all of us, 


| 
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doctors, nurses, and patients. 


Life in China today is what our boys in the 
army called “rugged” but Christ still stands 
amidst the chaos; and peace of heart grows with 
the knowledge of the Prince of Peace. War, de- 
struction, poverty, fear and ‘‘wickedness in high 
places” cannot block the spread of Christianity. 


Christian schools are far too few to meet the 
demands for an education. Church memberships 
have increased marvelously and as for our own 
little corner, there are always patients coming 
in waiting for empty beds. Last month there were 


104 babies born in our hospital and obstetrics is 


not our specialty. 


Our nurses training school is a new thing for 
us. We have just taken on the third class, a nice 
class of twenty girls, picked from a large number 
of applicants. We hope that thru our training 
school the care and treatment of patients will 
improve in the hospital here. There is plenty room 
for improvement. 


Dr. Brown has no doubt written you but I 
wanted to add my word of gratitude for your 
most generous and gracious gift. 

Sincerely, 
Helen Howard McFadyen 
| (Mrs. A. A. 

(Letter received by the Georgia Synodical Sec- 

retary in charge of White Cross.) 3 


Teaching Doctrine Through The 
Shorter Catechism 


Statement Made by Norris MacKinnon After Say- 
ing The Westminster Shorter Catechism to His 
Minister, Rev. H. E. Acklin. (David Norris Mac- 
kinnon, age 9 years 6 months), Greenville, Ala. 


Adam brought sin into the world and everybody 
since is a sinner. Then Jesus had to come into the 
world and die for our sins but people have to believe 
that He is the Savior to be saved. Jesus had to be 
perfect to do it and no one else was. Jesus was 
the Son of God but He became a man so he could 
die for our sins. He came to save us because we 
can’t save ourselves. } 


God gave us the Ten Commandments for His law 
of obedience but nobody can obey them perfectly 
because Adam sinned. 


Jesus started the Sacraments to help us re- 
member Him. He also gave us the Bible to build 
up our faith and to help us live more like Him. He 
left us the Lord’s Prayer to teach us to pray the 
right way. 

When we take Jesus into our hearts God forgives 
us all our sins and we are taken into His family 
but we become more like Him through the years by 
His Spirit working in our hearts. 


ALL 


HERE IT IS!! One box Scripture Text Station- 
ery, 10 Christmas Cards, 10 Everyday Cards— 
total value $1.50. FREE, Illuminous Cross and 
Religious Gift Catalog. It’s yours for only $1.00. 


McBETH’S RELIGIOUS ART STUDIO 
Dept. 1 — Elizabethtown, Pa. 


The Synod of North Carolina, meeting in 

. Montreat, September 8, 19, 1948, passed the 

following: “That Synod recommend to 

churches and individuals the Presbyterian 

Junior College in its effort to secure $50,- 

000.00 to aid in its repair and building pro- 
gram.” 

Your gifts may be counted as a contribu- 
tion under income tax regulations. Help build 
the Kingdom of God through Christian Edu- 

cation. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
P. O. Box B-9 Maxton, N. C. 
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Adventures In Good 
Reading 


AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN BOOKS 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 


(Catalog 1948-1949) 


Bible Story Books and Adventure Stories for 
the Children; Finer Christian Fiction for 
1 Young People and Grownups; Devotional 
Books, Bible Study Aids, Reference Works 
—_ Commentaries for the Bible Student and 
astor. 


oe Write For Free Catalog 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


God’s Way Is Best 


I know not where my Lord may lead— 
O’er barren plain or grassy mead; 
Through valley, or on mountain crest; 
But where He leads, I know ’tis best. 


I know not what a day may bring 
Of perfect health or suffering; 

Of rich delight, or deep distress,— 
Keen disappointment or success. 


Nor do I know at morning sun 

If life shall last till day is done. 
But this I know—come toil or rest, 
God always sends me what is best. - 


God often sends me joy through. pain; 
Through bitter loss, divinest gain, 

Yet through it all—dark days or bright— 
I know my Father leads aright. 


And when life’s evening shadows fall, 

And I shall hear the final call, 

I’ll lay my head upon His breast, 

And say: “Dear Lord, Thy way is best!” 
—Austin W. Conklin. 
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Davidson College Breaks Ground 


For New Gymnasium 


July 23, 1948, marked another historic day in 
the progress of Davidson College, for it was then 
that a long hoped for dream began to take 
form. The ground was officially broken, in a simple 
but impressive ceremony, for the construction of 
the new $600,000.00 gymnasium which will be lo- 
cated north of Richardson Stadium. President John 
R. Cunningham is shown turning the first shovel of 
dirt, while grouped around him are members of the 
college administration. They are, (front row, left 
to right) John L. Payne, Director of Public Re- 
lations; F. W. Hengeveld, Registrar; John C. Bailey, 
Dean of Students; Norman W. Shepard, Director 
of Athletics; C. K. Brown, Dean of Faculty; and 
Frank L. Jackson, college Treasurer. 


Also attendant at the service were members of 
the faculty, summer school students and towns- 
people. Construction of the building will be com- 
pleted in approximately eighteen months, according 
to the contractors. The finished structure will be one 
of the finest of its kind on any college campus in 
the South. 


News Account Of Meeting Of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 
The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its 


sixtieth Stated Meeting at the Reynolda Presby- 
terran Church, Reynolda, N. C. October 12 with 


twenty-two ministers and thirteen Ruling Elders | 


present. The Rev. Ralph Van C. Ritchie, Pastor 
of the Elkin Presbyterian Church was elected 
Moderator. 


The Rev. Gaston Boyle was received from the 
Presbytery of Lexington, Synod of Virginia, and 


will become the Pastor of the Pine Hall Group 
of churches: a Commission was appointed to in- 
stall him on October 24. 


Rev. Sidney D. Crane, formerly a Chaplain and 
for the past year a graduate student at Prince- 
ton Seminary, was dismissed to Philadelphia Pres- 
bytery, USA, to become Director of the Westmin- 
ster Foundation of Philadelphia. | 


A Commission reported the organization of the 
Pilot Mountain Presbyterian Church on September 
28 and the installation of the Rev. Carl H. Stark, 
Jr. as Pastor. 


A Commission was appointed to organize the 
Montview Chapel into a church; this has been an 
outpost of the George W. Lee Memorial Church. 


Two most interesting addresses were made by 
Ruling Elders: One by Dr. F. L. Knight of San- 
ford, N. C. Director of the Program of Progress 
for the Synod of North Carolina. Dr. Knight spoke 
-on the Program of Progress in connection with 
the report of the Director of the Program in this 
Presbytery, Rev. Ralph Buchanan. The other ad- 
dress was made by Mr. A. A. Cashion, an Elder 
in the First Church of North Wilkesboro, on the 
subject, “The Layman’s Idea of Stewardship.” 


Reports on the Home Mission work of the Pres- 
bytery showed a steady growth and encouraging 
results. 


The next meeting of the Presbytery will be the 
Adjourned Winter meeting, January 18, 1949, 
at the First Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem 
at which time it is planned to celebrate the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the organization of the Pres 


bytery. 
J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 
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Knox Presbyterian Church 
Norfolk, Va. 


Rev. Harold McQ. Shields 
Pastor 


The Woman’s Auxiliary of the Knox Presby- 
terian Church during July screened in the back 
porch of the manse, and placed Venetian Blinds 
at the windows. This action added much to the 
comfort and the attractiveness of the manse on 
Cedar Lane. 


In the early part of summer, Venetian Blinds 
were hung at all the windows of the Edueational 
Building. Plans are being formulated for the cele- 
bration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the organi- 
zation of Knox Church during next May (1949). 


The congregation is looking forward with in- 


terest to a week of special services to be led by | 


Dr. Stuart Nye Hutchison, of Pittsburgh, Pa., early 
in November. 


Since. last March Miss Ora Rogers has been 
with the Church as Young People’s Worker and 
Church Visitor. The Senior-Young People’s Fel- 
lowship has grown under her leadership, two 


additional groups have been organized—the Pio- 


neers, and the Juniors. These two groups meet on 
Friday afternoon for a devotional period, fol- 
lowed by a play period and supper in the church 


dining - room. 
Edna B. Wingfield, Secretary. 
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-ENOREE PRESBYTERY 


Enoree Presbytery met in the First Church, 
Greenville, S. C., October 12, 1948 in stated Fall 
Session with 28 ministers and 32 ruling elders 
present. Ruling Elder J. J. Norton, Jr., retiring 
moderator, preached the sermon, ‘“Man’s Duty 
To. God.” Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., was 
elected moderator and Rev. R. O. Hall temporary 
clerk. Presbytery received Rev. John Knox John- 
ston from Charleston Presbytery and arranged 
for his installation in the First Church, Greer, 
Sunday October, 24, at 7:30 p. m. Pastoral re- 
lations were dissolved between W. F. Thuston 
and the Roselane Church, Spartanburg, and he 
was granted a letter to Holston Presbytery where 
he will become pastor of the Memorial Church, 
Elizabethton, Tenn. Presbytery heard a message 


from the World Council of Churches brought by 


Rev. J. Owens Smith, D.D., who was an official 
visitor of the Methodist Church to Amsterdam. 
The Stewardship report with a benevolence budget 
of $125,000 for the coming year was adopted. 
The next stated meeting will be held January 11, 
1949 at the Second Church, Spartanburg. 


Meeting Of Synod Of Florida 


The Synod of Florida conducted its Fifty- 
Seventh Annual Meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Ocala, October 12th-14th. 


The opening session of Synod had the pleasure 
of hearing a very inspirational sermon by the 


_ Tetiring moderator, the Rev. Marion A. DuRant. 


uring the evening delightful music was furnished 
by the choir of the host church. 


The Synod honored itself in electing the Rev. | 


Marshall C. Dendy, D.D., as its new moderator. 
t. Dendy is the minister of the First Presbyterian 
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AN ANNUITY 


That Guarantees You A Regular Fixed Income 
For Life—Then Helps Perpetuate The Work Of 
Your Own Church In Foreign Missions 


Through the Annuity Gift plan of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions, it is possible to 
buy an annuity ... for yourself, for another, or 
jointly—guaranteeing an attractive, fixed income 
for life ... AND at the same time make a gift of 
the principal to Foreign Missions. 


Your annuity check will come to you semi-annually 
as long as you live. If you so desire, you may ar- 
range to have it continue coming to another should 
they survive you. The annuity rate is liberal com- 
pared with interest rates today, and your money is 
safely invested in your behalf. 


Equally important, your money will help carry on 
the work of Foreign Missioms through the Execu- 
tive Committee, sending missionaries to distant 
lands and paying the necessary expenses of their 
work. 


We will be glad to send you copies of our free 


booklets telling about this plan of Annuity Gifts 
in detail. Write for them today. 


Curry B. Hearn ... Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Church of Orlando. The Rev. A. R. Larrick, D.D., 
was elected Publicity Clerk. 


During the evening the Rev. Bruce Boney of 
the Synod of Arkansas and Field Director of the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress brought a chal- 
lenging and inspirational address to the Synod, 
speaking concerning the great work of the Pro- 
gram of Progress and the challenge that stands 
before us today. 


Synod heard with pleasure Mrs. E. F. Mont- 
gomery speak of the splendid work the women of 
the Synod have done. 


Dr. D. J. Cummings, of the Foreign Mission 
Committee, brought an informative address con- 
cerning the work of Foreign Missions. The Rev. 
W. Norman Cook, Field Director in the field of 
Religious Education, stressed in his address the 
ary of the Program of Progress in this particular 
field. 


Synod had as its guest Dr. McDowell Richards, 
President of Columbia Theological Seminary and 
Moderator of the Synod of Georgia, who spoke 
during the dinner hour, concerning the Con- 
ference of Geneva. 


Fraternal greetings were brought from the 
U.S.A. Synod by Dr. William Monte Johnson, and 
also by Ruling Elder James Abernathy, of the 
U.S.A. Church of Winter Haven, Fla. These mes- 
sages were heard with pleasure and profit. 


Synod gave a great deal of time to Negro Work. 
Presented by the Rev. Henry Stout, Synod heard 
the Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor, Executive Secretary 
of the Negro Committee, as he spoke of the work 
among the Negro people and the opportunities 
in the Synod of Florida. 


Wednesday night, Synod had the pleasure of 
hearing an inspirational address by Dr. John R. 
Cunningham, President of Davidson College and 
delegate to the Amsterdam Conference. Dr. Cun- 
ningham spoke concerning this Conference. 


Consideration was given to assessments from 
Synod. Dr. Lawrence I. Stell was made chair- 
man of an ad interim committee to study this 
matter and report back at the next meeting of 
Synod. | 


Progress was made on the Home for the Aged, 
of which Dr. Marshall Dendy is the chairman. 
This is one of the great needs of Synod and be- 
cause of the urgency of it, Synod is trying to 
give as much attention as possible to getting this 
home erected. 


Synod also appointed an ad interim committee 
to revise its Manual. Dr. P. McGeachy, Jr., 
was named as chairman of this Committee. 


The Synod of Florida will meet next October 
11, 1949, in the First Presbyterian Church of St. 
Petersburg, Fla., of which Dr. Alton Glasure is 


the pastor. 
Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 
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October Meeting Of Louisville 
Presbytery 


Louisiana Presbytery held its regular October 
Meeting in the Presbyterian Church, Opelousas, 
October 19, 1948. The presbytery received under 
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its care as a Candidate for The Ministry Mr; 
Harold Borchert, who has been working with 
Palmer Memorial Church. Two speakers on Gep. 
eral Assembly’s Causes appeared before presby. 
tery with vital messages of the Program of 
Progress. These were Rev. Claude Pritchard and 
Rev. Richard T. Gillespie. Rev. Pritchard spoke 
on Assembly’s Home Missions, and Rev. Gillespie 
preached the sermon from Matt. 11:12, with 
application to the spirit in which we work in the 
Program of Progress. 


The new moderator is Rev. William Lowrance, 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Jennings, 
The retiring moderator was Mr. Rutledge, an 
elder of the St. Francisville Church. 

G. Thomas Preer, Stated Clerk. 


—_ 


Asks Intelligent - More Humane 


Treatment Of Leprosy Patients 


Addressing the 41st annual convention of the 
American Mission to Lepers, meeting October 21- 
22 at the Moody Memorial Church, Dr. Eugene 
R. Kellersberger, general secretary of the Ameri- 
can Mission to Lepers, called for a restudy of 
laws concerning leprosy and the _ replacement 
of modern intelligent methods of leprosy control 
for outmoded prejudicial, and “grossly unjust” 
re ng prevalent in most parts of the world 
today. 


Dr. Kellersberger recently completed a world 
tour of leprosy work established and _ supported 
wholly or in part by the Christian medical mission. 


“The old concept that all leprosy patients are 
alike, no matter what type of the disease they 
have, is dying out gradually,’ Dr. Kellersberger 
said. “The colossal ignorance and _ unreasonable 
fear on the part of the laity and the general 
indifference on the part of the medical and nurs- 
ing professions are also undergoing change. 


“We now believe that only certain types of 


leprosy are infectious—perhaps 35 to 45 per cent 


—and that the remainder are resistant cases who 
tend to become arrested cases. Such cases should 
not be segregated in the usual sense of the word, 
nor treated as “‘dangerous.”’ Herein lies the great 
injustice as regards leprosy, which has meant the 
ruin, social ostracism, and tragic death of count- 
less innocent victims of a disease that can easily 
be prevented and is actually less infectious than 
most diseases.”’ 


Dr. Kellersberger praised the intelligent pro 
gram of the Brazilian government with regard to 
leprosy control in its policy of separating advanced 
cases from those which can be treated in clinics 
and dispensaries, and of giving special attention 
to children—both those with leprosy and _ those 
in danger of contracting the disease. India, also, 
according to Dr. Kellersberger, has taken progres 
sive steps in combatting its leprosy problem in Ie 
cent years. 


An intelligent view of leprosy, Dr. Kellersberge! 
stated, calls for a large measure of preventive 
medicine, particularly for the protection of chil 
dren exposed to infection—more clinical treat 
ment, and less forced segregation of hopeful 
cases. “‘Leprosy is not a bed disease, nor an II 
stitutional disease. On the contrary, an intensiv 
occupational therapy—nphysical, mental, a 


spiritual—in addition to medical treatment a! 


care—is essential.’’ 


ak 


f 
a 
¢ 

t 
a 
N 
B 
th 
re 
b 
We 
sp 
th 

W 
t 
at 
of 

leg 
int 
the 
feg 

by 

fu 

Ca 

| He 
anc 
pre 
trib 
atti 
nan 
and 
vidi 
Pres 
Rey 
T 
HH. 

Nea 

Chu 

tor, 

Meet 
Came 
Fore 

Who 
Tepo) 

The 
Tepo 
Most 
Serv; 


f the 
r 21- 
gene 
meri- 
ly of 
‘ment 
yntrol 
just” 
world 


world 
orted 
Ssion. 


S are 

they 
ergelr 
nable 
neral 
nurs- 


es of 
cent 
who 
should 
word, 
great 
rt the 
count: 
easily 
than 


pro- 
ard to 
ranced 
clinics 
ention 
those 
also, 
ogres: 
in re- 


berge! 
rentive 
f chil- 
treat: 
opeful 
an 
ensive 

and 
it and 


funds. 


Nov. 15, 1948 


Miss Natalie Lancaster Retires As 
Dean Of Women At A.T.S. 


As an expression of their love and appreciation 
for Miss Natalie Lancaster, who has just retired 
as Dean of Women after twenty-five years at the 
General Assembly’s Training School, members of 
the Alumnae Association and others have pre- 
sented her with a round trip ticket to England 
and funds amounting to about $700. Miss Lan- 
easter sails October 15 to visit her brother, Mr. 
Nathaniel Lancaster, Jr., who is U. S. Consul at 
Bradford, England. 


Alumnae of the Training School from all over 
the United States and from foreign countries 
responded enthusiastically to the proposal made 
by the officers of the association and their gifts 
went far beyond the original goal set. This re- 
sponse indicates in some measure the warm place 
that Miss Lancaster holds in the hearts of those 
who have come under her influence during the 
twenty-five years she has so graciously presided 
at the Assembly’s Training School. 


In andition to giving Miss Lancaster the pleasure 
of a trip abroad, her first, her friends have made 
it possible for her to visit her brother, a privi- 
lege which his continued service as a consul has 


' made impossible except for brief periods at long 
intervals. 


At a special dinner held at the Training School 
the members of the student body gave a skit 
featuring plans for the trip which was climaxed 
by the presentation of the ticket, passport and 
The Alumnae Treasurer, Miss Frances 
Calvert, presented the Alumnae gift; President 
Henry Wade DuBose presented the gifts of faculty 


_and board of trustees; and Miss Isabel Rogers, 
president of the student body, presented the con- 


tributions from the students. In addition a most 


attractive scrap book had been made, listing the 
_hames of all alumnae who had made contributions 


and containing expressions of their pleasure in pro- 


viding this trip for Miss Lancaster. 


Meeting Of Presbytery Of 
Suwannee 


The Presbytery of Suwannee met in the First 


Presbyterian Church of Perry, Fla., of which the 


Rev. Theodore A. Beckett is pastor. 


The opening sermon was delivered by the Rev. 


—. G. McDonell, Jr., retiring moderator and pastor 
(of the High Springs Church. The Rev. J. Ralph 
Neale, D.D., pastor of the Archer Presbyterian 
Church, was elected Moderator, and the Rev. Thos. 
4. Makin, pastor of the Northshore Presbyterian 
ihre of Jacksonville, was elected Vice Modera- 


The Presbytery of Suwannee meets in four stated 


‘meetings a year. At this meeting the matters that 
— before Presbytery included the report of 
'“oreign Missions by the Rev. James L. Jackson, 
“do is a returned missionary from Africa; the 
‘port of Bible Cause by the Rev. C. M. 


Brown. 
¢ Committee on Religious Education made its 


'eport, by the Rev. Vance A. Gordon, which was 
encouraging. 


The Committee on Defense 


' vervice Council, of which the Rev. H. G. McDonell, 
‘“‘y 18 the chairman, made its report. 
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“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 


The Presbytery received report of the Com- 
mission which organized the Grace Presbyterian 
Church. A call was presented to the Rev. Henry 
L. Reaves, and he signified his willingness to ac- 
cept the call to this newly-organized church. A 
commission was appointed to install him as its 
pastor. 


The Presbytery also licensed and ordained the 
Rev. Carl Dobbins. Mr. Dobbins has been supplying 
the Dunnellon Church and has now been called 
to its pastorate. 


The Presbytery regretfully accepted the resig- 
nation of Dr. Marshall Wyatt as Central Treas- 
urer. Dr. Wyatt has done a splendid job. Presby- 
tery elected the Rev. Vance A. Gordon, minister 
of the Murray Hill Presbyterian Church of Jack- 
sonville, as its new Central Treasurer. 


The Presbytery approved the Book of Church 
Order amendment as sent down by the General 
Assembly. The Presbytery adjourned to meet for 
its stated winter meeting, Tuesday, January 11th, 
1948, 10:00 A. M., in the High Springs, Presby- 


terian Church. 
Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 
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Presbytery Of Montgomery 


The Presbytery of Montgomery met in its 215th 
Stated Session in the Presbyterian Church of Chris- 
tiansburg, Virginia, on Tuesday, October 19, 1948, 
at 10:00 A. M. There were present 39 ministers and 
40 ruling elders. 


Rev. J. Howard Macree was elected Moderator 
and Professor Julian F. Prufer Reading Clerk. 


Presbytery received under its care two Candi- 
dates for the Ministry of the Gospel: Bill Joe 
Childress and James S. Lewis. 


The next Stated Meeting will be held in the 
Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church on _ Tuesday, 


April 19, 1949, at 10:00 A. M. 


Arrangements were made to receive Rev. J. 
Harold McCausland of Beaver Valley Presbytery 
of the United Presbyterian Church and to install 
him as pastor of the Belmont Presbyterian Church 
of Roanoke, Va. 


Askings amounting to $199,533.00 were sent 
down to the churches. 


The following were nominated for Commission- 
ers to the General Assembly in 1949: . 


Ministers 
Principal: J. W. Sherman, E. W. Smith, R. C. 
Stroup, P. A. Mickel, F. S. McCorkle. Alternate: 
H. A. Fifield, M. J. Pilkenton, J. T. Williams, R. 
A. Zehmer, W. T. Manson, Jr. 


Ruling Elders 


Principal: Julian F. Prufer, Howard Lipes, Wil- 
liam J. Lees, J. Peyton Moore, C. L. Long. Alter- 
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nate: W. V. Craig, E. L. Turman, E. A. Cabaniss, 
F. E. DeHaven, Earl P. Bennett. 


Rev. E. A. Smyth was nominated to be the 
Moderator of the next Stated Meeting the 216th 


Stated Session. 
E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk. 


= 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


Thirty ruling elders and 26 ministers represent- 
ing 78 churches of Central Mississippi Presbytery 
met in Fall session in the new building of the 
Philadelphia Church on 19 October. Rev. John R. 
Smith of Jackson preached the retiring Moderator’s 
sermon. Rev. Alex Whitaker of Itta Bena was 
elected the new Moderator and Rev. S. N. Harris 
of Belzoni was elected Permanent Clerk. The 
following ministers were examined and received: 
Rev. J. Hayden Laster from Mississippi Presby- 
tery, Presbyterian Church, U. 8S. A. (Northern) ; 
Rev. Van M. Arnold from Piedmont Presbytery 
and Rev. W. N. Bashaw from Augusta Presbytery. 
Licentiate Eugene ‘R. Patterson was_ received 
from Meridian Presbytery and was ordained by the 
Presbytery. 


Arrangements were made to install these min- 
isters as follows: Rev. Bashaw in the Ackerman 
group; Rev. Arnold in the First Church, Green- 
wood; and Rev. Patterson in the Attala County 
group. Rev. Laster is President of French Camp 
Academy. Rev. John R. Smith was dismissed to 
the Presbytery of Dallas and Rev. O. W. Wardlaw 
was dismissed to Mississippi Presbytery having 
been called to the Magnolia Church. Presbytery 
adjourned to meet in the First Church, Louisville, 
on 18 January 1949. 

Dwyn M. Mounger, Stated Clerk. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOGUE OF 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in stated 
fall session in the Harlandale Presbyterian Church, 
San Antonio, Texas, on October 5-6, 1948, with 
fifty-two ministers and thirty-five ruling elders 
in attendance. | 


Rev. R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., was elected mod- 
erator; Rev. Andrew Byers, temporary clerk; and 
Rev. A. V. Boand, press reporter. The retiring 
moderator, Rev. J. Kelly Neal, preached the open- 
ing sermon on the subject “Follow On,’ John 
21:19-22. 


Rev. George C. Moore, honorably retired, was 
received from the Presbytery of Paris, and will 
make his home in San Marcos but be available for 
supply services. 

Pastoral relations were dissolved between Rev. 
Stephen B. Williams, D.D., and the Cotulla church 
in order that Dr. Williams might accept a call to 
the Yoakum church. 


Commissions were appointed to install Dr. Wil- 
liams as pastor of the Yoakum church and Rev. 
Sam B. Hill as pastor of the Guero church. 


The amendment to paragraph 163, Book of 
Church Order, was approved. 


Nov. 15, 1948 


Two petitions for the organizations of new 
churches were received and granted, one from 
Blewett, Texas, and the other from Premont, 
Texas. Commissions were appointed to effect the 
organizations. 


The matter receiving chief emphasis at this 
meeting was stewardship which received lengthy 
consideration under the leadership of the perma. 
nent committee, of which Rev. Hubert H. Hopper 


is chairman. 


Three addresses of interest and importance were 
heard by the Presbytery: Rev. P. D. Miller, D.D,, 


sketched his experiences and impressions while 


attending the Geneva and Amsterdam confer- 
ences; Rev. C. Ellis Nelson, professor of religious 
education in the Austin Seminary, spoke on “Re. 
ligious Education In Modern Times’; and Rey. 
William F. Pruitt brought a message concernin 
our missionary work in Africa. 7 


The next stated meeting will be held in Sinton, 
i beginning on January 11, 1949, at 2:00 


T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


= 


Representatives Of Executive Committee 
Visit Foreign Mission Fields 


At the April meeting of the Executive Con- 
mittee of Foreign Missions an invitation was ac- 
cepted from the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. to join with it in 
deputations of preaching missions to our several 
mission fields. It was decided to ask two members 
of the Committee itself to be our representatives 
in these preaching missions, and for a visit to our 
fields in Africa and Brazil Rev. James A. Jones, 
D.D. of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Jharlotte, N. C., was selected, and for the fields 
in the Orient Rev. Hugh S. Bradley, Th.D., of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga. | 


Requests were sent to the sessions of these two 
enurches, and they graciously gave permission for 
their ministers to be absent for the four months 
that it would take for these visits; and plans were 
made for them to get passage, passports, and mili- 
tary permits. These men are now on the way. Dr. 
Bradley flew from San Francisco on October 
10 and reached Shanghai three days later and is 
now attending the General Assembly of the Church 
of Christ in China, where he is speaking several 
times to the commissioners. He will spend approx! 
mately six weeks in China and then have from 
three to four weeks in Japan and Korea each, re 
turning by plane the 28th of January. 


Dr. Jones left New York on October 28th and 
will spend about the same length of time in his 
visit to mission fields in Africa, including those 
in the Cameroons as well as our own field in the 
Congo. He then goes to Brazil and will visi 
all three of our missions there, returning in mid 
winter to his work in the States. 


The purpose of these visits is of course partly 
for information and a survey of all of the work, 
but more specifically they are to be “preaching 
missions,” for these men will carry inspiration al 
— to all the groups of Christians on We 
ield. 

In planning for their visits Dr. Fulton writes: 
“There will be meetings for missionaries design¢ 
to encourage them in their work and to bring them 
a sense of the interest and comradeship of !é 
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home church as they toil in the far places of the 
world. There will also be retreats for the native 
Christian pastors and workers in these several 
fields, offering them stimulation and refreshment 
and sharing with them the most effective methods 
of evangelism, and conveying to them the as- 
surance of the fellowship and _ prayers of the 
stronger churches of the West. 


“There will also be great meetings for the 
nationals, many of whom will be hearing the 
Gospel message for the first time, and in these 
our ambassadors from America will have the op- 
portunity of preaching the Gospel! through com- 
petent interpreters to thousands of the unreached. 
It will be a thrilling experience both for these 
multitudes to whom the Cospel is still a strange 
story and to these ministers who will be brought 
face to face with the world’s great need. 


“We are impressed by the timeliness of such a 
mission just now when there is so great need to 
demonstrate the solidarity of the Christian fellow- 
ship around the world end to draw together in one 
great endeavor the Christian people of the younger 
and older churches in the West and in the East. It 
will provide a practical demonstration of our one- 
ness in faith and purpose. It will dramatize the 
unitedness of our Christian forces in the face of 
the great disturbing movements of secularism and 
communism that are threatening the security, the 
peace and the faith of our generation.”’ 


Let us pray that these representatives of our 
Church may be richly used in bringing God’s bless- 
ings to our fellow-Christians in the lands of our 
mission fields. 


Fall Meeting Of Augusta 
Presbytery 


_ Augusta Presbytery convened for its regular 
Fall meeting in the Evans Presbyterian Church 
on October 12, 1948. The churches of the Presby- 
tery were well represented both by Elders and 
Ministers. The Rev. A. VanSaun PhD., was 
elected moderator of the meeting. 


Two candidates for the Gospel Ministry were 
received under the care of the Presbytery. Mr. 
Hall Peebles of Augusta, and Mr. E. Lamar Back 
of Augusta. 


The Reverend F. T. McGill was received from 
Enoree Presbytery. Mr. McGill will take up the 
work of Superintendent of Home Missions in Au- 
gusta Presbytery with headquarters in Crawford- 
ville, Ga. It is the feeling of all the members of 
the Presbytery that we are fortunate in having 
Mr. McGill with us in this great work. 


Our hearts were saddened at the loss of two 
brothers to other prebyteries. The Reverend Cary 

Weisiger, pastor of the First Presbyterian 

urch in Augusta, beloved by all the members 
of his church and all the members of the Presby- 
tery has accepted a call to the Mount Lebanon 
United Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, Penn., 
and at the meeting of presbytery was granted a 
rg ard dismission to his new labour to which 
the Kord has called him. His valuable and con- 


secrated service in the kingdom will live in the 
memories of all who worked with him and loved 
Im Dr. John Scott Johnson, for 23 years a 
member of this Presbytery has asked for a letter 
of dismission to Athens Presbytery where he has 
accepted the presidency of Calvary College. Dr. 
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Johnson for many years pastor in Augusta and 
Stated Clerk of the presbytery goes to this his 
new position with a prayer of blessing to Al- 
mighty God that he may prosper in his new work. 


The Presbytery was most graciously entertained 
by the people of the Evans Church, who served 
a delicious Barbecue to us at the noon hour. Our 
deepest appreciation and thankful gratitude is 
extended to the Reverend I. T. Hawk pastor of 
the Evans Church and to the people of the Church 
for the generous hospitality extended the presby- 
tery. 

James B. Bradley, Stated Clerk. 


Synod Of Mississippi 


Waynesboro: A number of years ago there was 
a working organization, but for various reasons 
the Church ceased to function. In September the 
Superintendent of Home Missions, L. A. Beckman 
Jr., using Evangelistic powers given by Meridian 
Presbytery, held services in the Manse here, and 
received thirty members into the Church. A Con- 
gregational meeting was moderated by the Super- 
intendent and the following Officers were elected: 
Ruling Elders: T. E. Riley, O. F. Kimmons, N. R. 
McRae and R. M. Fisher. Deacon: W. C. McRae. 
Mr. Kimmons was formerly a Deacon in the First 
Church, Hattitsburg, and Mr. Fisher an Elder in 
the dissolved Chicora Church. 


On the Fourth Sunday in October the Super- 
intendent of Home Missions held services and 
ordained and installed the Officers. In the ordi- 
nation service he was assisted by Ruling Elders, 
J. W. Mangum and H. L. Welch of the First 
Church, Hattiesburg. The Manse here is a new 
one having been completed this past summer. This 
Church together with Philadelphus and Geneva, 
comprising the Wayne County group, will be 
served by Edward A. Jussely who will complete 
his work in Columbia Theological Seminary at the 
end of the fall term and move with his family 
into the Manse the first of December. The work 
here gives promise of much growth. 


News Of Former Missionaries And 
Children Of Missionaries 


Miss Annie R. V. Wilson, for so many years 
our missionary in Hangchow, China, is now living 
in Richmond, Va., 3800 Chamberlayne Avenue. 


Rev. and Mrs. Charles A. Shelton, III, (Nell 
Allison) are now living in Shreveport, La., where 
7 is po of the Dunlap Memorial Presbyterian 

urch. 


Mrs. Wm. F. Junkin, Sr., lives in Tazwell, Vir- 
ginia, near her daughter, Agnes. Nettie D. is home 
from China on furlough and spending as much 
time as possible with her mother. 


Dr. and Mrs. B. C. Patterson, and their son 
William, live near Fisherville, Virginia. (Staunton, 
RFD). 

Betty Trent McLaughlin is now Mrs. Taylor 
Seay, living in Richmond, Virginia. They have two 
attractive children. 


Rev. John S. McMullen, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert McMullen has just come to the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication 
Richmond, Va. as Director of Young People’s 
Work. He, with his family, (2 little girls) lives 
near Carrie Lena, who is now Mrs. John Bright. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Bright have two little boys. And 
Robert McMullen, who was married last summer, 
is now in the Seminary. He’s “Bob” to his friends, 
I believe. 


Dr. Felix Welton is practicing in Whiteville, 


Miss Addie Sloan, for so many years a mis- 
sionary of our Church in Soochow, China, is now 
living in Oakland, California. Over two years ago 
she fell and was bed-fast for many months with 
a broken limb. She is now able to move about 
with the aid of two canes. She has recently paid 
a visit to her sister Gertrude who lives at Chico, 
Cal., not far from Oakland. 


Rev. Tinsley P. Bradley was married to Miss 
Edna Sue Wright of Haysi, Virginia on the 4th 
of August, 1948. He has-since accepted a call to 
the Fairmont Church in Bristol, Tennessee, and 
their address is 1013 Maryland Avenue, Bristol. 
He will be remembered as the youngest son of 
ae and Mrs. J. W. Bradley, formerly of Sutsien, 

ina. 


MERIDIAN PRESBYTERY 
Synod Of Mississippi 


The Regular Fall session of Meridian Presby- 
tery was held in the First Church, Laurel, Oct. 
19, convening at 10:00 A. M. L 
Moderator, presided. The meeting opened with the 
Doctrinal Sermon by L. A. Bechman Jr., on the 
subject: “‘The Inspiration of the Scriptures.”’ This 
was followed by the Communion of the Lord’s 
Supper. 


Nineteen Ministers and twenty-five Ruling Eld- 
ers were present. W. W. Bagby was elected as 


Permanent Clerk. The report of the Stewardship | 


Con..nittee was adopted. This called for an en- 
larged budget for 1949-50. 


Leroy V. Secrest of the First Church, Meridian, 
and Frank O. Brown of the Church at Lauder- 
dale, were received under the care of Presbytery 
as Candidates for the Ministry. The Presbytery 
now has eleven Candidates. 


William E. Cox of the Central Church, Jackson, 


was received by Presbytery and Licensed to preach 


the Gospel. 


James A. Cogswell and W. D. Morriss were dis- 
missed to Memphis Presbytery. The Amendment 
to the Book of Church Order was disapproved. 


The next regular meeting will be held in Janu- 
ary in the First Church, Hattiesburg. 
L. A. Beckman Jr., Stated Clerk. 


Rev. N. N. Fleming 


Reverend Nathan Neely Fleming was born at 
Mount Vernon in Rowan County, North Carolina, 
October 7, 1889, and died October 7, 1948. 


He graduated from Davidson College with 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1912. He entered Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., in the fall 
of 1914 and graduated with Bachelor of Divinity 
degree in 1917. In 1940 he received the degree of 
Master of Theology from Union. 


He was happily married to Miss Jessamine Rob- 
erts Booth of Birmingham, Ala., August 29, 1918. 


E. Faulkner, 
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They reared a fine family of five children, three 
daughters and two sons. | 


He was licensed to preach by Concord Presby- 
tery, June 1917, and ordained by Albemarle 
Presbytery a few days later. 


Mr. Fleming’s first work was assistant pastor in 
Tarboro Presbyterian Church, and pastor at Pine- 
tops. He was stated supply at Enfield, Nahalah 
and Scotland Neck Presbyterian Churches 1917- 
1919. He was pastor of Falkland 1919-1921; pastor 
of Winter Park and_ Belgade Presbyterian 
Churches, Wilmington, N. C. 1921-1924; Farn- 
ville Presbyterian Church 1924-1926; Hawfields 
Presbyterian Chuach in Orange County 1926 till 
his death. While serving Hawfields, he was also 
stated supply of Bethlehem, Efland and Saxa- 
phaw churches at different times. 


He was stated clerk of Orange Presbytery for 
almost 18 years. His crowning work was his long 
service of 22 years at Hawfields Presbyterian 
Church, where he quietly slipped away in the 
early morning of October 7, 1948. It was his 
birthday. | 


He was laid to rest in the historical cemetery 
of this famous old church among the devoted 
people he loved and had served so long. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
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Book Reviews 


THE WESTMINSTER STUDY EDITION 
OF THE HOLY BIBLE 


Published by The Westminster Press, Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $10.00. 


The Westminster Press has given to the public 
what it calls “not just another Bible.’’ It is adver- 
tised as “‘The most complete Bible of its kind ever 
published.” It was prepared by scholars from 
many different Protestant denominations. It is 
attractive in apperance, and contains approxi- 
mately two thousand pages. 


The Biblical text is that of the authorized ver- 
sion, though in arrangement it reminds us of the 
American Revised Version. The editors have in- 
serted topical headings in the text. Introductions 
are given to each of the testaments as well as the 
individual books. A useful concordance is in- 
cluded as well as a number of helpful maps. 


We regret to say that judging by the Introduc- 
tions and footnotes the editors hold to the un- 


- proven views of the higher critics. This is ob- 


served especially in the matter of the history and 
prophecy of the Bible. It is evident in the foot- 
note on Isaiah 7:14. The traditional interpretation 
of this passage is rejected. The interpretation we 
are asked to accept is in conflict with Matthew 
1:23. 


The higher critical views of the editors are set 
forth boldly in the “Introduction to Daniel.’’ Here 
it is affirmed, “the Canon of the Prophets was 
closed about 200 B. C., whereas this book was 
written about 168 B. C.”’ No evidence is submitted 
for this view. The readers are asked to repudiate 
the traditional view and blindly accept Daniel 
as a sort of pious forgery. The only explanation 
is “a revelation is attributed to an ancient notable 
in order that it may carry more weight with the 
readers for whom it was intended.” In the mind of 


the editor of this section no question of ethics 


seems to be involved. 


Apparently the editors belong to the school 
that maintains that the Bible is authoritative only 
In spiritual matters. Beyond this we can have 
little confidence in the affirmation of Scripture. 
We are keenly disappointed that such a magnifi- 
cent presentation of the Scripture should be 
marred by this naturalistic bias. These critical 
views can only confuse the average reader and 
serve to obscure the hand of God in the Book of 
God. —John R. Richardson. 


— 


BREAK UP THE NIGHT 


By Wallace M. Alston, D.D. Published by John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price $2.00. 


_ Many factors are involved in effective preach- 
Ing. Included in this list is style. It is not as im- 
portant as the content but it aids the preacher 
In transmitting truth to the hearts of the audi- 
ence. The conscientious preacher must first of all 

€ sure that his message is Bible-centered, then 


€ must endeavor to clothe this message from the 


sos neatly and attractively. Dr. Alston excels in 
omiletical style. He expresses himself well. He 
writes with perspecuity, energy, and refinement. 
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_The seventeen sermons in this volume range 
widely in subject matter and content. Most of them 
are topical rather than exegetical. They deal large- 
ly with contemporary events. They are concerned 
more with the ethical implications of the Chris- 
tian message rather than the theological affirma- 
tions of the Scriptures. A greater theological em- 


_ phasis would have added much weight to these 


interesting sermons. Since the purpose of the ser- 
mon is to move men’s souls, we believe that the 
injection of more theological thought in the aver- 
age sermon preached today would accomplish 
this objective in moving men’s souls toward God 
in faith and repentance.—John R. Richardson. 


THE BIBLE, THE BOOK OF 
GOD AND OF MAN 


By J. A. Montgomery. Published by Ventnor 
Publishers, Ventnor, N. J. Price $2.75. 


Professor Montgomery is a recognized scholar 
in the field of Semitics. For many years he served 
as a professor of Old Testament at the Phila- 
delphia Divinity School. At one time he was the 
editor of the Journal of the American Oriental 
Society. In 1927 he wrote a Commentary on Daniel. 


The title of this book might indicate that the 
Bible is primarily the Book of God. As we examine 
the contents we observe that the author places 
his stress on the human side. This point of view 
is evident in Chapter III, entitled, “The Bible: A 
Book of Humanity.” 


The usefulness of this book will be limited to 
those who desire to become acquainted with the 
viewpoint of liberal scholarship that does not take 
the doctrine of inspiration seriously. The average 
Bible student will be disappointed with such a 
book that fails to strengthen faith or deepen the 
spiritual life. —John R. Richardson. 


REVISION OR NEW TRANSLATION 


By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D. Published by Pres- 
byterian & Reformed Publishing Company, 525 
Locust Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. Price $2.00. 


Many have felt called upon to write about the 
merits or demerits of The Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the New Testament. We know of no analysis 
that can be compared with this book by Dr. Allis 
in thorough and sound scholarship. 


Dr. Allis strenuously maintians that The Re- 
vised Standard Version is a new translation and 
not just a revision. He marshals a large amount 
of evidence to prove his position. He is of the 
opinion that the committee should have admitted 
this in plain language. Furthermore, he calls to 
our attention a number of instances where the 
committee offers us an interpretation or para- 


_ phrase instead of a translation. 


This new translation is also criticized by Dr. 
Allis on its doctrinal position. He points out 
Romans 9:5 as an example. Here he comments, 
‘“‘A definite triumph for the Unitarians who have 
long contended that these words must be regarded 
as a benediction to God and not as ascribing 


- Deity to Christ.” Dr. Allis remarked that it should 


not be surprising to find the liberal point of 
view prevailing in this translation because not 
more than one of this committee would be willing 
to be called a conservative. 
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In the closing chapter Dr. Allis brands this 
new translation a “‘liberal’’ version. To use his 
own words: “If by a ‘liberal’ version is meant 
a version which represents a lax and ‘liberal’ atti- 
tude to the question of the plenary, verbal in- 
spiration and the divine authority of Scripture, 
then RSV is clearly such a version.’’ 


The present reviewer has read his copy of The 
Revised Standard Version with interest, and in 
certain places with profit. It certainly has some 
merits, but such a careful examination and ap- 
praisal made by Dr. Allis should put us on our 
guard lest we read this new translation without 
discernment. Conservatives should be grateful to 
Dr. Allis for his service to the Church in prepar- 
ing this book. It should be especially placed in 
the hands of young ministers, and students in our 
theological seminaries. —John R. Richardson. 


This book may be ordered from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


AN INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN 
APOLOGETICS 


By Edward J. Carnell. Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $3.50. 


Years ago we learned that Christian Apologetics 
may be defined as ‘Christianity defensively 
stated.”” This definition of Dr. A. B. Bruce may 
not satisfy everyone, but it is difficult to im- 
prove. Christian Apologetics seeks to ward off 
the attacks of foes and at the same time win 
friends for Christianity. For this reason we might 
say that “Christian Apologetics is Christianity per- 
Suasively stated.” 


The subject of Apologetics has been decried 
by superficial minds. They tell us that Christianity 
does not need defense; it only requires proclama- 
tion. Any sound mind knows that it needs both. In 
our bewildered age Apologetics is in reality a form 
of evangelism. As a defense against the attacks 
of unbelief and a prevention against misunder- 
standing, there is always a necessary place for 
Apologetics in the life of the Church. One of the 
most glaring failures of our modern seminary 
training is its reluctance to equip young men to 
defend the gospel of Christ against the assaults of 
error. Although controversy has its dangers, it 
has served the cause of truth through the centuries 
far more than spineless indifferentism toward 
doctrine. 


No serious book on Apologetics will ever be 
popular in the general sense of the term. If one 
is looking for a _ super-thriller, he must go to 
another branch of literature. This new work by 
Professor Carnell will not bore a trained mind, 
but is likely to prove tedious to one who is not 
familiar with this department of _ theological 
thought. A helpful glossary at the end of the book 
will enable both minister and layman to follow 
the author’s thoughts with greater ease. 


The author submits a strong and convincing 


case for supernaturalistic theism. He makes an 
earnest plea for the acceptance of the Biblical 
view of God and the world. He vigorously main- 
tains that we have ample evidence for our con- 
fidence in supernatural revelation, miracles, a 
divinely-provided atonement, and the redemptive 
working of God in human history. 
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Dr. Carl F. H. Henry has written a “Foreword” 
to this Volume. He observes that “few things 
are as promising for the future of conservative 
Christianity as the vigorous apologetic mood among 
the younger evangelicals, among whom Professor 
Carnell stands as an able and effective repre. 
sentative.”’ Surely this is an ambitious Volume for 
such a young writer only twenty-eight, but any 
fair reviewer must admit that it is superbly done, 
This apologete fights the good fight of faith with 
remarkable skill. The Calvinist who appreciates 
the importance of “A World-View”’ will be grate- 
ful to Professor Carnell as he reveals our need 
for such in the light of our human predicament; 
as he points out its rise in natural and revealed 
theology, and finally as he unfolds the impli- 
cations of the Christian World-View. 


When one closes this Volume, it is obvious why 
it won the “Five Thousand Dollar Evangelical 
Book Award.” It is safe to predict that it may 
well become a standard text in its field. We would 
especially like to commend this book to our leaders 
in the Presbyterian Program of Progress as it ac- 
centuates the motto, “Christ is the Only Answer,” 


in the field of Apologetics. 
—John R. Richardson. 


This book may be ordered from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


REFORMED EVANGELISM 


Compiled by the Grand Rapids Board of Evan- 
gelism of The Christian Reformed Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Published by Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


For a long time there has been a felt need for 
a manual on principles and methods of evangelism 
written from the Reformed or Presbyterian view- 
point. This symposium therefore should be wel- 
comed with enthusiasm by ministers, elders, dea- 
cons, Sunday School teachers, and personal work- 
ers of the Reformed persuasion. We are grateful 
to the Christian Reformed Church for this long 
overdue book. Many insights are offered here as 
to the most effective way of presenting the Chris- 
tian message to the unbelieving world. Anyone 
who reads this manual without prejudice will be 
convinced of the workability of Calvinistic evan- 
gelism. 


One of the striking features of this work on 
evangelism is that it is rooted in Biblical an- 
thropology. In this book we hear what God says 
man is. We are reminded that man is totally lost 
and helpless apart from the grace of God. When 
man realizes his lost sinful estate, he is then 
presented with an adequate Saviour. This is the 
teaching of Calvin who declared, ‘‘God is not one 
to moek our impotence. He rescues the perishing. 
He enjoins the impossible. He gives grace to d0 
the impossible! To will is from nature, to will good 
is from grace. By grace is the will repaired.” In 
other words, if man is saved at all, he is saved 
wholly by grace. 


There are some minor defects in this book. 


| There is quite a bit of overlapping which coul 


have been eliminated by the compiler. There ar 
a few surface contradictions which should have 
been removed. At times there seems to be a hyper 
critical attitude toward other methods of evangél- 
ism employed by Churches which do not adhere 
to the Reformed Faith. 
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The Church has the i for the work 
of evangelism. If evangelistic efforts lag, it is 
not due to a lack of knowledge. It is rather due 
to the lack of heart and will to do what we know 
we should. We have something of supreme value 
to say to the sinner and this book should en- 
courage us to say it and say it intelligently. 
—John R. Richardson. 


CALVIN’S COMMENTARIES 


I and II Corinthians. Vol. I and Vol. II. Pub- 
lished by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50 per volume. 


The exegetical commentaries of John Calvin 
constitute one of the most phenomenal achieve- 
ments of Biblical expositions of all times. Al- 
though these two volumes were published approxi- 
mately four hundred years ago, they are fresh 
in their presentation and bristle with suggestive 
thought. Dr. W. D. Chamberlain of Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary wrote the introduction to 
these reprints. He points out that Calvin’s “writ- 
ings never betray the marks of haste. There is a 
clarity and finish to his style which elicits the ad- 
miration even of his opponents.” 


In introducing this work to our day, Dr. Cham- 
berlain reminds us that “the Ecumenical Church 
ean find a real and vital unity only as it honestly 
turns to the Scripture for guidance in its faith and 
practice. Not only are these epistles important 
for practical theology, but they also demonstrate 
the power of the Gospel to win its way in a 
profligate and licentious civilization. If the Gospel 
could triumph in Corinth, it can win under any 


_ circumstances. This is an important lesson for our 


day.” 
In Calvin’s comment on II Corinthians 3:6, he 


declared that Paul felt that he was qualified for 

his office solely by the grace of God. Calvin 
_ felt the same way about his office as an expositor. 
_ He was certainly fashioned by heavenly grace to be 
_ 4competent interpreter of the gospel truths found 
In the two letters to the Corinthian Church. 


—John R. Richardson. 


This book may be ordered from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


My Daily Prayer 


Dear Jesus, help me through this day 
To do Thy holy will, I pray. 
0 let me serve but Thee alone, 
And prove myself Thy very own. 
Grant that my fellow-man I may 
Love as myself, and day by day 
Grow more like Thee in thought and deed. 
And by all waters sow the seed - 
Of love to God and man, and then 
Ascribe to Thee all praise. Amen. 
Mrs. E. C. Murray, 
Buena Vista, Va. 


— 


What Is The Gospel? 


“‘Christ died for our sins, he was buried, He 


_ Tose again’: that, with all that goes with it, with 


€ whole saving work of Christ, and of the Holy 
pirit, so gloriously set forth in the Scriptures and 


So splendidly summarized in the Catechisms of our 


hurch, that and that alone constitutes the gospel.” 
| Gresham Machen. 
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The Prayer That Shook 
The World! 


On April 16, 1952, 427 years ago, Martin Luther 
rode into the city of Worms, having been promised 
a safe conduct from Wittenberg, by Charles the 
Fifth, the ruling emperor. His friends were 
trembling for his safety; his enemies were thirst- 
ing for his blood. 


In a day or so he was to appear before the 
Diet of Worms, composed of all the high ranking 
prelates of the papal church, together with the 
emperor. The following prayer was uttered by the 
great reformer just before his appearance. Ac- 
cording to Dr. D’Aubigne in his History of the 
Reformation from which this prayer is taken, this 
mighty supplication to God in such a crisis hour 
explains Luther and the Reformation. He calls 
it one of the most precious documents in all his- 
tory. Luther prayed as follows: 


“OQ Almighty and everlasting God, how terrible 
is this world! Behold, it openeth its mouth to swal- 
low me up, and I have so little trust in Thre 
. . . How weak is the flesh, and Satan how strong! 
If it is only in the strength of this world that I 
must put my trust, all is over ... My last hour is 
come, my condemnation has been pronounced 
God, O God! . O God, do Thou help me 
against all the wisdom of the world. Do this: Thou 
shoulds’t do this... Thou alone... For this is 
not my work, but Thine. I have nothing to do here, 
nothing to contend for with these great ones of 
the world. I should desire to see my days flow on 
peaceful and happy. But the cause is Thine... 
And it is a righteous and eternal cause. O Lord, 
help me! Faithful and unchangeable God, in no 
man do I place my trust. It would be vain. All 
that is of man is uncertain; all that cometh o 
man fails . .. O God, my God, heareth Thou me 
not? ... My God, art Thou dead? No, Thou cans’t 
not die. Thou only hidest Thyself. Thou hast chosen 
me for this work. I know it well . . . Act, then, O 
God ... Stand at my side, for the sake of Thy 
well-beloved Jesus Christ, who is my defense, my 
shield, and my strong tower.” 


After a moment of silent struggle, he thus 
continued: 


“Lord, where stayest Thou? ... O my God, 
where art Thou? ... Come, come; I am ready... 
I am ready to lay down my life for Thy truth... 
patient as a lamb. For it is the cause of justice— 
it is Thine . I will never separate myself 
from Thee, neither now nor through eternity 


_. .. And though the world should be filled with 


devils—though my body, which is still the work 
of Thy hands, should be slain, be stretched upon 
the pavement, be cut in pieces . . . reduced to 
ashes ... my soul is Thine... Yes, Thy Word is 
my assurance of it. My soul belongs to Thee, it 
shall abide forever with Thee ... Amen... O 
God, help me! ... Amen.” 


_ This prayer explains Luther and the Reforma- 


tion. . 
-—Wealthy Street Baptist Temple Bulletin. 
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